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FLORIDA 
POISED TO RE-
CLASSIFY OUR 

CANALS TO 
“DITCHES”

by Kristin Jacobs
Broward County Commission – District 2

 
Nothing defines Florida and Broward County more than 

water.  Unfortunately, today nothing is more threatened by 
pollution and over use.  In what many are saying is a mis-
guided effort to deal with pollution, the State of Florida is 
poised to reclassify Broward’s 1,800 miles of fishable and 
swimable canals to “ditches.” I am sure you might think twice 

before buying a property located along a ditch, designated by 
the Florida Department of Environmental Protection (FDEP) 
as too polluted for fishing or swimming.  FDEP justifies this 
dubious degradation of our canals by saying this reclassifica-

tion allows them to better focus their resources 
to clean up waters considered more “pure.” 

Florida’s environmental cops seem to have 
forgotten that much of today’s system of canals 
were formerly rivers and streams which they 
straightened and converted into canals.  Today, 
the New River, North and South Fork of the Mid-
dle River, Intracoastal Waterway, Hillsboro Canal, 
along with hundreds of miles of other canals, 
help protect our water supply and recharge our 
sole source of drinking water, the Biscayne Aqui-
fer.  Because all of our canals interconnect, the 
pollution they carry also 

Does this look like a ditch to you?

Continued on page 6

CITY WIDE 
VOLUNTEER 

RECOGNITION 
EVENT COMING 

IN APRIL
by Tim Smith

     I was very pleased when the Publisher of the new 
and exciting “Fort Lauderdale City 
News” called me and asked if I would 
help his paper revive the Volunteer 
Awards Ceremony that I held yearly 
when I was a City Commissioner. 
The event was an attempt to thank 
and recognize those unsung heroes 
that really make it all happen. 

The hard part was singling out 
the crème of the crop among the 
volunteers.

Because the truth is, more of us 
volunteer at something than those that don’t. Sure, we all 
know people that are just plain selfish, just take-take-take, 
and never give back. You know the type. When they get 
called to help with the community project, a church function, 
civic effort and the like, they ALWAYS seem to find an excuse 
why they can’t help. Bad back, going to be out of town, the 
dog ate the homework! Those are the ones that the rest of us 
will leap-frog over when we enter the Pearly Gates!

There are all sorts of volunteer efforts that go on day in 
and day out. 

Our elderly friend Audrey has been taking in orphan Do-
berman Pinchers for years, and trying to find them a good 
home. 

The team of Bill Mullins and Dick Rodgers probably logged 
more hours volunteering than they have sleeping! 

How about the man we all know as “Bob” that spends 
countless hours picking up other peoples’ trash along the 

Continued on page 2
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THE FORT LAUDERDALE 
CITY NEWS 

WILL HOST A 
CITY-WIDE VOLUNTEER 

RECOGNITION EVENT
IN APRIL, 2007

We will recognize, and give awards to, the fine 
volunteers who have made our city great. There 
will be many categories covering all aspects of 

service and giving.

If you know an excellent and deserving 
volunteer in your neighborhood or organization, 
please send a nomination along with a short 

paragraph describing their volunteer activities. 

Please Send it to:
steve@citynewsfl.com or call 

Steve Kelley at (954) 564-1308.

This event will be held in April, 2007. 
Former City Commissioner Tim Smith 

will be the Effervescent Emcee and good time 
will be had by all.

Sponsors are welcome - if you have 
an interest in building goodwill in the 

community, call Steve Kelley at 
the above number.

LOOK FOR MORE 
INFORMATION IN THE NEXT 
ISSUE OF THE FORT 
LAUDERDALE CITY NEWS.

roadways throughout the community. 
And don’t forget the guys like “Dave” that all the widows in the neighborhood 

can count on to hang a curtain rod or troubleshoot the broken dryer. 
When my wife and I ask for toys to benefit the Homeless Shelters Kids for Christ-

mas, we have to clear out a whole section of the living room to make enough 
space for the gads of expensive toys that people donate. 

These are just a few examples of the myriad of volunteering efforts that people 
undertake everyday.

So now that we have established that the idea of holding another Volunteer 
Awards Ceremony is a great idea and we all agree we want to do what we can to 
encourage more and more volunteerism.
     Here’s what you can do to help:

1.) Think of all the great volunteers you know

2.) Email the publisher with their names and contact information and a brief  
 description of what they do to make our community a better place to live.

 Steve Kelley’s phone number is (954) 564-1308 and his email is 
 steve@citynewsfl.com.

3.) Make plans to attend the soiree in April and help us recognize the worthy.

Continued from page 1
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The Fort Lauderdale City News is 
published monthly by City News and 
serves the 176,000 residents of Fort 
Lauderdale.

Stephen M. Kelley, publisher, can be 
reached at (954) 564-1308.

Editorial Board
Tim Smith
Dan Lewis

Craig Sherritt
Ted Fling
Jon Albee
Lily Charles

Ernest Kelley

Contributing Writers
Dr. Grayson Walker

John Bernardo

Food and Entertainment
Kevin Lane

Rob Lowenberg

Art Direction & Ad Design: 
Patti Smith

ads@citynewsfl.com

www.citynewsfl.com

ADVERTISING RATES 
& SIZES

Deadlines for camera ready art and 
prepayment are the 10th of the month 
for the following month’s issue. Color 
ads are available - please call for prices. 
Adobe Acrobat files work best but we 
try to accommodate most graphic for-
mats. Our monthly advertising rates 
and ad dimensions are:

Full Page - 12.25 inches high by 
10.37 inches wide - $1,500

Half Page - 6.125 inches high by 
10.37 inches wide - $800.00

Quarter Page - 6.25 inches high 
by 5.10 inches wide - $450.00

For more information about adver-
tising please call Steve Kelley at (954) 
564-1308 or email your questions to 
ads@citynewsfl.com. 

Mail may be sent to:

Ft. Lauderdale City News
P.O. Box 347
300 E. Oakland Park Blvd.
Fort Lauderdale, FL 33334

Advertise in the new 
Fort Lauderdale City News 
and reach the residents of 

Fort Lauderdale!

Introductory Rates are 
affordable and start at 

$1500 for a full page, 
$800 for a half page and only  

$450 for a quarter page.

Call Steve Kelley at 
(954) 564-1308 

for more information about
advertising to this huge and 

high-quality audience.
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moreMARKET • PLACE

Gourmet Food • Fine Wines • Espresso
Fresh Soups • Salads • Sandwiches
Specialty Foods • Yacht Provisions

Prime Meats • Fresh Fish • Wild Game
Wine Bar • Desserts • Coffee Bar

m
Portside Yachting Center
1850 SE 17th Street Causeway • Fort Lauderdale
www.morelauderdale.com • 954.701.4775

open 7 days

2430 NE 13th Avenue - Wilton Manors 
(954) 564-9147 

Visit us at our great new location at 
2430 NE 13th Avenue, right behind 
Old Florida Seafood on 26th Street. 

See our great selection of trees, 
shrubs, groundcovers & flowers. 

Beautiful  
Pottery from 
Spain, Italy, 

Mexico,  
Asia & Vietnam 

test to steve

Family Owned - Celebrating 20 Years
Conveniently Located in downtown Ft. Lauderdale

404 NW 1st Avenue

954-764-6111

A Trustworthy, full service garage 
specializing in caring and 

affordable luxury car service
 Premium Products
 Impeccable, high quality Service 
 We service your collector car

See us for brakes, struts and shocks, 
alignment, tune-ups, oil changes, 

maintenance and repairs
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You are invited . . . 
 

To be a part of  
the new 

 
Fort Lauderdale  

city news 
 

A city-wide publication  
for us and by us 

 
Your articles about the  
important issues facing  

fort lauderdale are welcome. 
 

Your neighborhood and organizational 
news items, announcements, letters to 

the editor and pictures are also invited. 
 

To discuss article ideas and possibilities 
please call Steve Kelley at (954) 564-1308 
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STATE TO CHANGE OUR CANALS TO “DITCHES”
RECLASSIFICATION OF CANALS 
TO DITCHES BY (FDEP) POLICY 
ADVISORY BOARD MUST BE 

STOPPED

By Bill Sears - 954-771-5503

Once again, our state is under 
siege by individuals bent on the de-
struction of our waterways. Where do 
these people come from and who are 
they?  What is the motivation behind 
their complete lack of knowledge and 
foresight in rendering such harmful 
solutions to Florida’s water problems? 
This latest pinhead philosophy comes 
at us from Tallahassee, which has the 
reputation of not having the brightest 
lights in the harbor.

Broward County has 1800 miles 
of canals and  the state of Florida has 
many miles of canal that are used for 
all types of water recreation. The Flor-

ida Department of Environmental Pro-
tection (FDEP) classifies our canals as 
swimable and fishable. Someone in 
Tallahassee decided the FDEP needed 
“guidance” in the massive job of keep-
ing our waterways clean with stringent 
water quality rules and regulations so 
they formed a newly created Policy Ad-
visory Board to help guide them.  The 

board was tasked with developing an 
alternative classification system for the 
FDEP. This so-called Board could actually 
decide to reclassify our canals as “ditch-
es.” This would most certainly allow 
much higher levels of pollutants to en-
ter our waterways, if approved.  Do you 
think this Board is so incompetent and 
irresponsible that they actually believe 
this is an intelligent recommendation 
for the FDEP to implement?  I feel that 
they have their own agenda that is driv-
ing them to such brainless decisions. If 
one was to look past all the smoke and 
mirrors, I believe the uncontrolled rapid 
growth of new construction in the state 
has a lot to do with their decision-mak-
ing outlines.  

We all know that our waterways 
interconnect and will eventually deposit 
harmful pollutants into the Atlantic 
Ocean and its reefs, the lakes and the 
Florida Everglades. Heavy damage to 
these ecosystems would occur and Flor-

ida would be reduced to polluted wa-
ters void of any fish or wildlife habitats. 
Another environmental problem would 
be the growth of algae and aquatic 
weeds in our canal systems. This un-
desired condition would greatly impact 
homeowners and their property values 
along with boating sports and a greater 
use of pesticides for control measures.  

This list most likely contains lobbyists for big sugar, phosphate companies and 
builders who would stand to make even more profit if this re-classification is ap-
proved. Note there are no board members from south Florida.

finds its way into the Atlantic Ocean or 
the Florida Everglades.  Increased pol-
lution levels in our canals will create 
an atmosphere which encourages the 
growth of algae and aquatic weeds, re-
quiring a greater use of pesticides. With-
out adding more chemicals to our ca-
nals, these aquatic weeds will suffocate 
our waterways.

Fighting back
Underneath Florida’s picturesque 

waters our coral reefs and sea grasses 
are dying.  Red tide is killing fish and 
plant life alike and stormwater runoff, 
laced with pesticides and fertilizers, 
threatens to turn our tidal estuaries into 
algae filled mud baths. With a dramatic 
decline in environmental enforcement, 
citizen groups have been forced to sue 
the State and Federal Government to 
stop attempts to weaken Florida’s wa-
ter-quality standards.  

Environmental groups such as the 
Florida Sierra Club, Save Our Suwan-
nee, Inc., St. Johns Riverkeepers, Inc., 
Natural Resources Defense Council and 
Rivers Coalition Defense Fund are all 
fighting to enforce Florida’s clean wa-
ter regulations.  In Broward County, our 
Environmental Protection Department 

If pesticides were needed to control the 
canal aquatic growths, these chemicals 
would suffocate our canals.  We now 
have severe drinking water problems: 
What do you think this would do to the 
recharging of our aquifer and general 
water supply?  

The chart shown here contains the 
members of the Policy Advisory Board:

A good look at their backgrounds, 
previous opinions and contacts would 
be advised.  But, the most effective way 
to combat this type of senseless attack on 
our environment is for all Homeowners 
Associations to unite in the fight against 
the Board and their policies.   E-Mail, 
phone or write to your district legislative 
members and tell them to strongly pro-
test this latest attack on Florida’s water 
quality environment. Be aware of any 
public hearings or town meetings that 
might pertain to our waterways. 

This kind of irresponsible non-logic 
policy making must be stopped.

refused permits granted by the State 
to discharge “gray water” or recycled 
sewer water, directly into the Hillsboro 
Canal. Broward County prevailed in 
court only after demonstrating the plan 
would have been deposited a phospho-
rus concentration 40 times the marine 
water quality standard.  

The bright light in all this bad news 
is Broward County’s strong stand to 
hold on to a 30-year standard of mea-
suring water quality, a standard which is 
higher than the State’s. Projects such as 
NatureScape Broward (www.broward.
org/naturescape) and Water Matters 
(www.broward.org/watermatters) have 
resulted in Broward being recognized 
by the National Wildlife Foundation as 
the first certified Habitat County in the 
U.S. Just last week, the Broward County 
Commission and the Broward County 
School Board entered into an historic 
partnership agreement to jointly protect 
our waterways and reduce consump-
tion — launching yet another “first” in 
the nation.  One would think our higher 
water quality standards and progressive 
policies would be cause for celebration 
at the State level. Instead, they have be-
come a target. 

Call to action
Broward County and Florida’s de-

pendence on our beaches, lakes and 
waterways would seem to afford a 
unique opportunity to lead the nation in 
environmental stewardship.  Our newly 
elected Governor Crist promised voters 
he would protect Florida’s natural re-
sources.  Now he has an opportunity to 
act boldly and stop the alarming decline 
of our water protection policies.  

I have contacted Governor Crist and 
I urge you to call or write him too.  Ask 
Governor Crist to be an environmental 
steward and to “Ditch the “ditch” idea, 
and not to allow more pollution into 
our 1800 miles of canals.  

Ask Governor Crist not to regulate 
on the cheap rather than encouraging 
water conservation or building the infra-
structure necessary to reuse and capture 
water before its eventual return to our 
aquifer.  Governor Christ can be reached 
by phone at 1-888-352-4681 or transi-
tion@cristtransition.com. As always, I 
look forward to your comments.  

Jacobs Continued from page 1

This is the New River. Is this really a ditch? Should Mayor Naugle show real leadership and 
tell our legislature, on our behalf, to “ditch the ditch?”  Or should he do nothing? Mayor 
Naugle can be reached at 954-828-5004 or mayorjames@aol.com.
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Exotic and Tropical Landscaping

Custom Designs & Installation
Unique Palm & Plant Nursery
Complete Landscaping Service
Brick Pavers - Marble - Natural Rock
Professional Sprinker Installation
Beautiful Landscape Lighting
Ask about our happy Ft. Lauderdale      
 Customers

ALL TERRAIN LANDSCAPING
Residential & Commercial

(954) 565-6453
www.allterrainlandscaping.com

Since 1981 - Licensed & Insured

FREEESTIMATES!

CORPORATE OFFICE

Virtual Offices/Executive Suites
(Dept. of Professional Regulation and F.R.E.C. Approved)

Executive Secretarial/Typing Services
Fed up maintaining an office with high overhead?   Here is the perfect alternative…  With rates as low as 

$20.00 per month you can project a professional, highly polished image without the expense.

“Your Office Without Overhead” 
Providing complete professional office services to fit your needs:

Typing                                                 
E-mail Services 
Conference Room 
Professional Office Setting 
Mail Forwarding 
Telephone Answering (in person)

Serving the Real Estate Industry since 1979.  Stop by, you will be impressed with the number of Real Estate Brokers,  
Mortgage Brokers, and many others who have placed their trust in us – most of whom have been referred by other satisfied 

real estate clients. 
Call (954) 561-5792 for full information

Ask about our  
professional, and  
personal, phone  

answering service!  
We are your  
receptionist! 
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COUNTY AND 
SCHOOL BOARD 
SET NATIONAL 

STANDARD
By Kristin Jacobs

Broward County Commissioner 
– District 2

It’s exciting to begin a new term as 
Commissioner and I sincerely appreciate 
the opportunity you gave me to contin-
ue my public service.  I’m already back 
to work on the issues you said were im-
portant to you.  One of my first actions, 
following my swearing-in ceremony, 
was to receive final approval of a prec-
edent setting agreement bringing the 
environment into the classroom. 

Broward is the only county in the 
nation to join the resources of our 
School Board with the expertise of those 
who monitor our water and air quality 
in the County’s Environmental Protec-
tion Department. With final approval of 
the partnership agreement in Decem-
ber, we completed a year long process 
to promote environmental stewardship 
in our classrooms. The 
agreement joins the re-
sources of County Com-
mission, which serves 
our 1.8 million residents 
with those of our School 
Board, the nation’s sixth 
largest school district.  
The partnership agree-
ment encourages the 
sharing of resources and 
actively integrates the 
Water Matters and Na-
tureScape Broward water 
conservation programs 
into everyday practice at 
school facilities and in the 
classroom.  

The integration of 
NatureScape and Water 
Matters programs will 
focus on three areas of 
application: outdoors in 
facility design and main-
tenance; indoors through 
classroom education; 
and professional training 
and education. NatureS-
cape Broward is part of 
Broward County’s overall 
water resource manage-
ment plan and promotes 
the creation of Florida-
friendly landscapes which 
conserve water, protect 
water quality and cre-
ate wildlife habitat. Each 
jurisdiction entered into 
the agreement with a 
commitment to create 

landscapes at all schools that support 
the School Board’s Native Tree project 
and are consistent with NatureScape 
Broward principles. Broward’s Middle 
Schools will compete for the chance to 
serve as demonstration projects and 

home to learning gardens strictly fol-
lowing the principles of NatureScape 
Broward.  Landscapes using NatureS-
cape principles are drought-tolerant and 

thrive without intensive use of fertilizers 
or pesticides.  These demonstration 
projects will help teach Broward County 
students the importance of our water 
and wildlife habitats. The School Board 
plans to actively pursue the creation 

of certified NatureScapes at the 
more than 260 public schools 
throughout Broward County.  

Another aspect of the part-
nership allows Broward County 
Environmental Protection staff to 
assist School Board staff with the 
design and implementation of 
water-saving irrigation systems. 
Each school’s maintenance staff 
will be involved in the project to 
ensure long-term maintenance 
of the landscape as a sustain-
able NatureScape.  In a recent 
pilot program we demonstrated 
a savings of more than 1 million 
gallons of water a year through 
simple changes made to irriga-
tions systems and appropriate 
landscaping.  

Students will also participate in Wa-
ter Matters Day, a community outreach 
event held every March.   Participating 
students will have the opportunity to re-

ceive community service hours, as well 
as to become familiar with the many 
professional opportunities available in 
the water management field. The School 
Board will continue to hold a Water 
Matters Day literary contest for middle 
and high school students designed to 
promote awareness and participation 
in water conservation and preserva-
tion. Finally, Broward’s Environmental 
Protection Department will assist in the 
implementation of the Clean School Bus 
program.  The program is designed to 
retrofit school buses and locate sources 
to fund the incremental cost of alterna-
tive fuels or Ultra Low Sulfur Diesel.  

If you would like more information 
on NatureScape Broward or our Water 
Matters program please give me a call 
at 954-357-7002.  Information is also 
available on my website:  www.kristin-
jacobs.com.  Your questions and com-
ments can also be sent to me electroni-
cally at kjacobs@broward.org.  Thank 
you for your interest in making Broward 
County even better. 
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HAVE A NEWS ITEM FOR 
THE 

FORT LAUDERDALE 
CITY NEWS?

Call 
(954) 564-1308 or email it to 

citynews@bellsouth.net

Share your event or 
organizational news with all the residents of 

FORT LAUDERDALE!
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 Stop in and discover
Fort Lauderdale’s best kept

Gardening Secret.

1401 SW 1ST Avenue
Fort Lauderdale, FL 33315

(Just South of Davie Blvd & West of S. Andrews Avenue)

Tel: (954) 525-8995

LEGISLATIVE UPDATE
By Wilton Manors Commissioner 

Gary Resnick

I hope everyone made it through 
the Holidays safely and had a happy 
and joyous holiday season and wonder-
ful New Year.  2006 was a very busy and 
successful year.  We now have to focus 
on 2007 and be prepared for significant 
challenges.  

On December 15, I was privileged 
to represent Wilton Manors and all Bro-
ward County cities in a meeting with 
our State Senators and Representatives.  
We are about to face another legislative 
session.  As a member of both the Flori-
da and Broward County Leagues of Cit-
ies Legislative Committees, I will spend 
much time in Tallahassee and will follow 
many items that will affect Wilton Man-
ors as well as all cities in Florida.  

As I am preparing this article, the 
Florida Legislature and Governor are 
prepared to meet in a special legislative 
session dealing with property insur-
ance.  As everyone knows, the increase 
in property insurance rates has created a 
crisis.  Many homeowners and business-
es are choosing to forego wind storm 
insurance entirely rather than pay unaf-
fordably high rates.  Other residents and 
businesses have simply moved to avoid 
such high rates.  All of us are feeling the 
tremendous pressure of such exorbitant 
rates.  This is going to be not only the 
main issue during this special session 
but also one of the main issues that the 
Legislature will tackle this year.  As we 
told our Legislators in our meeting, if 
they do nothing else this year, they ab-
solutely must address this crisis.

The other huge issue is going to be 
property taxes.  As of last count there 
are over 15 proposals to reform prop-
erty taxes.  While everyone wants lower 
property taxes, we all recognize that our 
hospitals, schools, cities, and counties 
would simply cease to function with-
out revenue from property taxes (school 
districts alone receive over 50% of their 
revenue from property taxes). Accord-
ing to one study, to continue the same 
property tax revenue, if we eliminate the 
Save Our Homes Homestead Exemp-
tion totally the tax rate would decrease 
approximately 25%, while assessed val-
ues would increase with no cap.  On 
the other hand, if we have full porta-
bility of the Homestead Exemption, al-
lowing people to move anywhere and 
carry their Save Our Homes tax benefit, 
tax rates would increase approximately 
40%, although there would still be caps 
in increases in assessed values.  These 
are clearly complicated problems with 
no easy solution.

There will be a host of other issues 
affecting us and our Cities during the 
legislative session.  For example, there 
is a proposal to tax residents and cre-
ate another government district to take 
over water quality issues from Broward 

County and our cities.  We have already 
voiced our opposition to creating an-
other government entity to tax resi-
dents.  I intend to keep you informed 
in monthly reports on various legislative 
issues here in the Fort Lauderdale City 
News.  In addition, there may be times 
when I will call on you to contact our 
State Representatives and Senators on 
certain issues affecting us and our City.  
While you may feel that you have no 
voice on these issues, in my experience 
I have found that legislators do listen to 
calls and emails they receive from resi-
dents.  

If you have any questions, please 
feel free to contact me at home at 954-
566-0054 or via email at GaryResnick@
aol.com.  As always, thank you for your 
input and your continued support. 

Opposition to BellSouth’s 
Rate Increase 

The Florida Public Service Commis-
sion (“PSC”) recently held public hear-
ings in Palm Beach, Broward and Miami-
Dade Counties to consider BellSouth’s 
request for a rate increase.  BellSouth is 
seeking the maximum increase allowed 
under Florida law, fifty cents ($.50) per 
month per line, or six dollars ($6.00) 
per line per year.  The reason BellSouth 
claims it needs this increase is because 
BellSouth did not have sufficient insur-
ance to cover all of its repair expenses 
incurred in 2005 as a result of the hur-
ricanes.  

I testified against the rate increase 
at the hearing in Broward County.  First 
of all, BellSouth is coming off a record 
profit making quarter and we should 
not have to pay for its failure to have 
sufficient insurance.  In addition, I, along 
with several of my neighbors, have 
been experiencing ongoing problems 
with BellSouth’s service ever since Hur-
ricane Wilma left us without power and 
service for several weeks.  In addition, 
it is ironic that BellSouth is seeking this 
increase now when it is about to sell the 
company for over $80 Billion to AT&T.  In 
applying for the PSC’s approval for this 
sale, BellSouth indicated that residents’ 
rates would decrease.  The rate increase 
would generate approximately $35 Mil-
lion over the year for BellSouth.  I testi-
fied that while $6.00 per year may not 
seem like a significant amount to our 
residents, with all the other increases in 
our cost of living -- gasoline, property 
insurance, electric rates, etc. -- BellSouth 
was probably in a better financial posi-
tion to bear this cost than our residents 
and businesses.  The Florida PSC is anx-
ious to learn of any service problems res-
idents have experienced with BellSouth 
that remain uncorrected.  If you are ex-
periencing ongoing service problems 
with BellSouth, please call or email me 
and provide your name and telephone 
number and the type of service problem 
you are having.  You can also contact 
the Florida PSC directly at the Complaint 
Line: 1-800-342-3552.
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LITTLE HISTORIC HISTORIC NEIGHBORHOOD FIGHTS 
BIG BOX CHURCH

By Jerry Jordan, 954-563-1881      
                                                              
 Little Colee Hammock, a small City neigh-
borhood established five years after Ft. 
Lauderdale was incorporated in 1911, is 
gearing up to fight the quarter million 
square foot project of First Presbyterian 
Church in our neighborhood.   Colee 
Hammock is a small historic, mostly resi-
dential,  neighborhood that has 4 blocks 
of Las Olas running through the middle 
of it. The famous Floridian restaurant 
on Las Olas is in the center of our resi-
dential neighborhood.  We are the ones 
with that congested intersection at Las 
Olas and SE 15th Ave,  that everyone 
who commutes from the beach, Las 
Olas, and Idlewyld  into downtown Ft. 
Lauderdale, swears 
at.     

The Church is 
going to ask our cit-
izen volunteer City 
Planning and Zon-
ing Board for per-
mission to vacate 
one of our neigh-
borhood alleys.  We 
sorely need that al-
ley to separate our 
residential zoning 
from the Las Olas 
businesses and to 
keep some of the 
commercial deliv-
ery trucks off busy 
Las Olas.  The Plan-
ning & Zoning case # is:  1-P-06.      

The Church lawyers also will ask your 
Planning & Zoning Board  to change 
the neighborhood zoning from residen-
tial and small business lots into a 2.65 
acre Planned Unit Development. They 
could build big structures with minimal 
setbacks and landscaping that normally 
must follow more stricter neighborhood 
zoning codes.  The Planning and Zoning 
case # is 3-ZPUD-05.    

Since we are a small band of hom-
eowners who just want to preserve our 
walk able/condensed neighborhood 
with old oak trees, we are an uneven 
match for the big church with their 
fancy lawyers. We really would like to 
preserve our urban area with trees for 
our centennial year in 2016 which is less 
than a decade away.     

The Church’s gym, 5 story parking 
garage, retail shops, and second fellow-
ship hall will rise up from the sidewalk 
along Las Olas with such small setbacks,  
that a walker will feel like they are in one 
of  building canyons found in big cities.  

Colee Hammock feels that many 
people want to preserve some history 
of Ft. Lauderdale (re: Strannahan and 
Bonnet houses)  that we have hired Pro-
fessor of Architecture at the University of 

Miami, Allan Shulman, to assist us.  Pro-
fessor Shulman was born in Plantation   
Florida.  He is assisting us in putting the 
finishing touches on our neighborhood 
master plan, with heavy emphasis on 
residential, so we can still have a historic 
neighborhood to celebrate in 2016.  

  Professor Shulman says no lots 
in Colee Hammock are structured for 
parking garages because there is not 
enough land for pleasing setbacks and 
extra landscaping needed to screen the 
dense structure.     

The proposed application, to take 
our alley and build a massive structure, 
may be heard at the January 3, 2007 
Planning & Zoning meeting. By the time 
you read this, another piece of history 

may have been 
decided by our 
P&Z Board.    

In any case, 
please commu-
nicate with  your 
elected City  Com-
missioner or May-
or Naugle and  
ask their opinion 
about  Churches 
changing zon-
ing so to expand 
into our neigh-
borhoods.  Thank 
you.  

If you want 
to walk around 

the last of the City’s oldest single family 
neighborhoods with your kids or grand-
kids over the next couple of decades, 
please help us preserve the character 
and integrity of Colee Hammock. Call 
your neighborhood associations and 
tell them that the little Colee Hammock 
Homeowners Association needs help.

Please write to City Planner Wayne 
Jessup @ City of Ft. Lauderdale, Plan-
ning and Zoning Division, 700 NW 19th 
Ave., Ft. Lauderdale FI 33311. Or fax 
him at: 954-828¬-5858. His phone # 
is: 954-828-4346. Refer to case num-
bers I-P-06 and 3 Z PUD 05. Ask him to 
distribute your letters to our fellow citi-
zens who serve our neighborhoods as 
appointed members to our P& Z Board.

Also please fax a copy to City Com-
missioner Hutchinson at 954-828-5667. 
She represents Colee Hammock, where 
the First Presbyterian Church wants to 
change our zoning and build their un-
wanted project. Her phone # is: 954-
828-5004. 

Her email is: Cindih@ci.ftlaud.fl.us.
Mayor Jim Naugle can be reached 

at 954-828-5004 or mayorjames@aol.
com.

Thank you for your help.

“Since we are a small 
band of homeown-

ers who just want to 
preserve our walk 

able/condensed neigh-
borhood with old oak 
trees, we are an un-

even match for the big 
church with their fancy 

lawyers. ”

‘I Welcome You’
A Remembered Priest, 
An Internationally Re-
nowned Artist, and A 
2005 graduating class 

of 8th Graders
Local Renaissance style sculptor 

flourishes in Fort Lauderdale - 
has work in the Vatican

              by Dan Lewis

It began with an 8th grade class of 
art students from St. Anthony school 
visiting the local studio of internationally 
renowned Fort Lauderdale artist Nilda 
Maria Comas, 
known as sim-
ply Nilda.

Nilda ex-
plained to the 
students, “My 
art while con-
forming to the 
classical ide-
als strives to 
express an in-
timate under-
standing of 
what it means 
to be human. 
Be it expressed 
in a marble 
sculpture of a 
tender child, 
the portrait of 
a young pro-
fessional in oil 
or the power 
and beauty of 
an outstand-
ing horse 
in bronze.”   
They learned 
that this unas-
suming artist is a master in clay, terra-
cotta, bronze and marble sculpture with 
her work in both public and private col-
lections throughout the world.  

As the students saw examples of 
Nilda’s work, some finished and some 
in progress, at her Southwest 5th Street 
Fort Lauderdale studio, they began to 
appreciate how extraordinary her talent 
as a legacy artist was.  A legacy artist is 
one that uses the very old techniques of 
the renaissance in their art.  

This class of 8th grade art students 
were so inspired after their visit to Nilda’s 
studio that after the loss of their head-
master during that year, Father Timothy 
Hannon – they commissioned a special 
Comas sculpture as a gift to the school.

With the help of Father Hannon’s 
family in Ireland, they located a photo-
graph of him as a child, during his first 
communion.  They brought this pho-
tograph to Nilda and asked, if it were 
possible to do a life size sculpture for the 
school. 

The pre-production of this sculpture 
involved not only the principle of gift-
giving, but also the process.  To create 
a piece that embodied the spirit of the 
man himself, Father Timothy G. Han-
non, was not easy. According to Nilda,  
“When the children chose their gift, they 
determined that they wanted the gift to 
be of permanence, so that years from 
now, they could bring their children to 
see the gift honoring Father Timothy G. 
Hannon Interesting enough, the chil-
dren speak in terms of sending their own 

children to the 
same school, 
continuing the 
value of tradi-
tion. “ 

With Fa-
ther Timothy 
Hannon’s com-
munion picture 
and using mea-
surements of 
children’s cloth-
ing of the same 
age, Nilda went 
to her studio in 
Italy to create 
the sculpture 
which would 
be known as “I 
Welcome You.”

This sculp-
ture can now 
be seen in the 
lobby of the 
new Fine Arts 
Building at 
St. Anthony’s 
school and is a 
tribute to the 
memory of Fa-

ther Hannon, the artistry of Nilda and 
the generosity of the class of 2005.  It 
is this kind of collaboration that con-
tinues to add 
cultural depth to 
our community 
and contributes 
to that unique-
ness that is Fort 
Lauderdale.

To see more 
of Nilda’s artistry, 
go to http://www.
nildacomas.com.  
Support the arts 
through commis-
sioned work.  
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         by John Bernardo
                 
Tourism is what keeps businesses on 

Fort Lauderdale Beach and other beach-
es in Broward economically sound. 
However, if oceanfront restaurants, bars 
and hotels don’t staff enough workers 
to serve their customers, South Florida 
tourism will suffer and visitors will spend 
their money elsewhere.  

I don’t think anyone wants to wait 
thirty minutes for a cup of coffee or a 
bottle of beer. But soon that may hap-
pen because now hospitality workers 
are being priced out of the Fort Lauder-
dale Beach area. Most can’t afford to live 
by Ft. Lauderdale’s beach or Intracoastal 
area because housing there is marketed 
toward the upper class and wealthy. 
Meanwhile, developers continue to 
build high-priced condo-hotels on the 
beach forcing many local hospitality em-
ployees to live 10 or more miles south, 
west or north of Fort Lauderdale.

Mike Copeland, a manager with 
Days Inn Bahia Cabana Beach Resort 
and Marina at 3001 Harbor Dr. (A1A), 
said for the last two years he has seen 
a drop in job applications from quality 
people. “There’s no place for working-
class people to live on the beach and 
small motels are being replaced with 
high-end condos and condo/hotels,” 
he said. “Our maids don’t have vehicles, 
take two buses to get here and it takes 
them an hour and a half one way to get 
back and forth to work,” Copeland said. 
“Some of our cooks get here by bike. 
And all of these hardships for our work-
ers will have negative effects on tourism 
here.”                 

Chuck Burruano, assistant gen-
eral manager with Howl at the Moon 
Beach Place at 17 S. Fort Lauderdale 
Beach Blvd., said because workers can’t 
live on the beach, a good chunk of his 
employees are now living in Plantation 
and Coral Springs (at least ten or more 
miles) away. “Because of the condo 
and condo-hotel development here, 
we are losing people and now we are 
short-staffed cooks,” Burruano said. “In-
stead of working at the beach, people 
are now working in West Broward,” he 
said. “Some are even now working at 
the Seminole Hard Rock Casino & Ho-
tel in Hollywood because it’s closer to 
where they live and parking is free.”                

Like Burruano, Brian Laney, man-
ager of Café BlueFish at 3134 NE 9th 
St. (Sunrise Blvd. & A1A), said the ma-
jority of his employees have to travel 
about ten miles or more to get to the 
café because of all the condo/condo-ho-
tel construction going on in the beach 
area. “There’s not many places in this 

geographic area where employees can 
live; that’s why we always had prob-
lems keeping experienced quality peo-
ple here,” Laney said. “I believe that in 5 
to 10 years, employees will need to be 
bused to Fort Lauderdale Beach just like 
what is going on now in the Keys where 
employees are being bused there from 
Florida City.”            

Jason Sauer, assistant general man-
ager with TK’s Restaurant and Pub at 
429 S. Fort Lauderdale Beach Blvd., said 
because of last year’s hurricanes and 
condo/condo-hotel development, there 
is not as much tourism in East Fort Lau-
derdale and not as many people come 

to the beach like they used to. “Because 
our business is now cut an half, we are 
short-staffed. We used to have 8 to 10 
people working at night and now we 
have 5 to 7 people,” Sauer said. “Many 
workers are now living and working 
further away from the beach because 
public transportation is unreliable and 
there is nowhere for them to live here,” 
he said. “It is now harder to bring peo-
ple (customers and employees) to the 
beach on a consistent level.”            

Like Sauer, Francesca Smith, gen-
eral manager of Avalon Waterfront Inn 
on 521 N. Ft. Lauderdale Beach Blvd., 
said she is short-staffed. “Right now, I 
can’t find any housekeepers. Some have 
to travel 2 hours one way on the bus, 
public transportation is not good and 
they can’t live on the beach making 
only $8 or $9 per hour,” Smith said. “I 

can’t fill maintenance and housekeeper 
positions now and many people don’t 
want to work on the beach because the 
wages are too low and the cost of living 
is too high,” she said. “Something has 
to be done about this worker problem 
soon; maybe the city can run shuttles 
for these people or school buses can be 
provided,” Smith said. “If nobody does 
anything, service is going to go down, 
big time!”         

I told Fort Lauderdale Mayor Jim 
Naugle about the hardships beachside 
hospitality workers are now experienc-
ing. I also asked Naugle if the city could 
help provide affordable housing for them 

so they can be able to make a living on 
Fort Lauderdale’s beach and Intracoastal 
areas and better serve the tourists. The 
mayor replied, “Lots of housing is avail-
able west of Federal. Tell them to find a 
good Realtor, talk to a competent mort-
gage broker and work to obtain good 
credit.”  Naugle added, “We don’t need 
another welfare program, we have too 
many now.” Naugle said there’s lots of 
housing available west of Federal Hwy. 
That may be true; however, how far 
west of Federal will hospitality workers 
have to live and then commute in order 
for them to work at the beach?

Do they need to commute by bus 
or bike from Andrews Ave., Powerline 
Rd or State Rd. 7?  Many of them don’t 
have vehicles and it may take them two 
hours one way to and from work. Many 
of us might not be happy with Naugle’s 

comments but I have to give him a lot 
of credit because at least he responded 
to me.          

Several times I contacted the of-
fice of Charlotte Rodstrom, Fort Lau-
derdale’s new District 2 Commissioner. 
However, Rodstrom didn’t give me the 
courtesy of returning any of my phone 
calls or e-mails regarding this hospitality 
worker issue.         

Regarding the public transporta-
tion problems that hospitality manag-
ers mentioned earlier, Nicki Grossman, 
president of the Greater Fort Lauderdale 
Convention and Visitors Bureau, said 
the Broward County Mass Transit Di-
vision is creating new routes to better 
serve those employees who live out-
side the area where they work. Gross-
man seems to realize one issue that the 
hospitality industry is now facing when 
she said, “One of the other issues our 
hospitality industry is facing is the sale of 
several smaller properties to developers 
who may develop condominium units 
rather than hotels on these properties,” 
she said. “This could impact the avail-
ability of hospitality industry jobs and 
is something to be monitored over the 
next few years.”  Grossman needs to 
realize the city of Fort Lauderdale and 
Broward County need to act now not 
monitor this situation. Both the city and 
county need to set a limit to the number 
of beachfront condos and condo-hotels 
being built. For hospitality workers, af-
fordability and transportation represent 
their main hardships yet based on what 
Naugle said, I don’t foresee Fort Lauder-
dale officials doing anything to resolve 
their problems anytime soon.          

Just like Fort Lauderdale, I heard the 
same cries regarding hospitality workers 
in Lauderdale-by-the-Sea. Eric Masse, a 
manager of Mulligan’s Grill and Raw Bar 
on 101 E. Commercial Blvd., said many 
employees live west of I-95 and com-
mute to work. “We now have an on-
going problem with tardiness because 
some of our servers and cooks have 
to take buses or bikes to get here,” he 
said. “Eventually, we will have no ser-
vice in the service industry.” Masse then 
echoed what Laney with Café Bluefish 
said earlier, “People can’t afford to live 
here so this area will end up like the Keys 
where workers are now taking buses to 
the island from Miami-Dade County.”         

But the hospitality worker crisis 
doesn’t end in Ft. Lauderdale and Lau-
derdale-by-the-Sea, it’s also evident in 
Pompano Beach and Deerfield Beach. 
In Pompano Beach, Charles Seitz, gen-
eral manager of Sands Harbor Hotel & 
Marina at 125 N. Riverside Dr. (Atlantic 
Blvd. & the Intracoastal), said he has a 

OUR BEACH: HOSPITALITY WORKERS PRICED OUT OF 
WORKING AT THE BEACH?
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shortage of available workers and is get-
ting less job applicants and far less quali-
fied applicants. “Service is not as prompt 
as it once was and we are short-staffed; 
we don’t have as many working on the 
patio as we did in the past,” he said.  
Seitz adds, “As for affordability, hospital-
ity workers make an average of about 
$10 an hour. How does someone who 
makes $10 an hour pay $1,000 a month 
rent here?”  

Seitz’s comments come in a timely 
manner as the city of Pompano Beach 
just held a special City Commission 
Workshop on April 4 where the issue 
of an affordable housing program in 
Pompano Beach was 
discussed by city offi-
cials. Pompano Beach 
Mayor John C. Rayson 
attended the work-
shop and said Dr. Eric 
Johnson, director of 
the city of Pompano 
Beach’s Housing & 
Urban Improvement, 
gave the City Com-
mission an affordable 
housing presentation. 
Mayor Rayson said he 
supports affordable housing and he also 
supports it in the city’s beach area. “The 
area where we are specifically looking at 
for affordable housing (ownership and 
rentals) is on Atlantic Blvd. west of the 
Intracoastal Bridge and east of Federal 
Highway,” Rayson said. “We have af-
fordable housing in other parts of the 
city but we are looking to expand to 
the beach area (a nontraditional area) 
because there is a need for it,” he said.  
However, no specific actions were taken 
by the Commission at the meeting. Ray-
son said the Commission needs to dis-
cuss the matter further at a later time.           

Just north of Pompano Beach, Chris 
Rachelson, general manager of Comfort 
Inn Oceanside at 50 S. Ocean Dr. (A1A) 
in Deerfield Beach, said she is experienc-
ing staffing problems. “I have employ-
ees that are traveling to the beach com-
ing from the Commerical Blvd. and 441 
area and housekeepers have to catch 
three buses to get here (to the beach),” 
she said. “People in the service indus-
try work hard and only average $8 an 
hour.” Rachelson adds, “I am getting 
less qualified applicants than I used to 
now because many workers can’t afford 
cars and public transportation is not reli-
able.”  “Today it I hard to find and keep 
good hospitality staff,” she said.         

But despite what Rachelson said, 
Deerfield Beach City Manager Larry 
Deetjen doesn’t seem to be concerned 
about hospitality service on the beach 
or staffing problems pertaining to some 
oceanfront hospitality workers in the 
city. “We still have affordable living quar-
ters in our town although it is becoming 
more difficult for newcomers to find,” 
Deetjen said. “In any event, we still 
have outstanding hospitality workers 

both in the private and public sectors in 
Deerfield Beach,” he said. “We are quite 
proud of the wonderful service they do 
which contributes to the recent designa-
tion of Deerfield Beach as the third most 
popular beach to visit just behind South 
Beach and Fort Lauderdale Beach.”        

Masse, Seitz, Rachelson and others in 
the hospitality business along East Bro-
ward address valid employee concerns. 
Pompano Beach is now starting to look 
into their needs but Fort Lauderdale still 
isn’t doing anything to help them. But 
fortunately, the city of Hollywood does 
have affordable housing. According to 
Neal Herst, director of Hollywood’s De-

partment of Hous-
ing and Communi-
ty Redevelopment, 
the city has a large 
amount of afford-
able rental housing 
in East-Central Hol-
lywood. “Specifi-
cally, the East-Cen-
tral census tracts 
contain 5,904 rent-
er occupied units 
with an average 
rental of $662 per 

month and this is lower than the aver-
age for Broward County,” Herst said. 
“In fact, these units are within walking 
distance to the beach where numerous 
restaurants and hotels are located.”       

However, according to Christo-
pher Pollock, Chair of the Greater Fort 
Lauderdale Chamber of Commerce, 
affordability problems are widespread 
throughout Broward County and hos-
pitality workers on Broward’s beach ar-
eas are not the only ones affected. “Due 
to the county’s growth, we now have a 
severe affordable housing crisis in Bro-
ward,” Pollock said. “Teachers, police 
officers and other working-class citizens 
are finding it very difficult to find afford-
able housing in Broward.”  Pollock also 
mentioned that a study was done re-
garding housing needs assessment and 
solutions to the crisis in Broward. For 
more information, visit BrowardHous-
ingPartnership.org.        

Until officials in Fort Lauderdale 
and in other cities in East Broward ac-
knowledge the hardships which hospi-
tality workers experience and its direct, 
negative impact on Broward’s tourism, 
tourists will no longer get service with 
a smile.  And eventually, these tourists 
won’t get any service at all. I know what 
bad service is like because I experienced 
it firsthand. 

A few months ago, I visited Den-
ny’s Restaurant at 1661 S. Federal Hwy. 
(Northwest corner of SE 17th St. & U.S. 
1) in Fort Lauderdale. I waited at a booth 
for about 25 minutes and nobody took 
my order. I then asked a server if some-
one could take my order. The waitress 
replied, “Sorry for the wait sir, but we 
are short-handed cooks and servers. We 
will take your order shortly.”

Call Garry Thani 
(954) 893-9540 or  

(954) 444-7788  
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     by Grayson Walker, Ph.D.

The word gulag is an acronym for 
the former Soviet Union’s penal system. 
Since then, it has come into common 
use to describe any repressive system. 
Thus, the name of my column is the Galt 
Gulag. 

In this regular column, I write about 
the lives of Owners of Florida condo-
miniums.

Your response to my inaugural col-
umn in the December issue of the Fort 
Lauderdale City News has been incred-
ible. Thank you! I have received many 
telephone calls and emails and met with 
many of you and heard your stories of 
graft, corruption, violence, and intimi-
dation. All of you are unhappy with the 
actions of your Board. The adjectives 
used to describe them ranged from 
abusive to criminal. In future columns I 
will try to tell all your stories and shine 
the light of truth on the illegal actions of 
your Boards.

One person suggested that my 
column reduces the value of the Galt’s 
condominiums. I explained to him that 
it is the graft, corruption, violence, and 
intimidation that reduces the values on 
the Galt. We are a nation of laws, and 
we must demand that our condomini-
um laws be enforced.

Einstein said, “The world is a dan-
gerous place to live — not because of 
the people who are evil, but because 
of the people who don’t do anything 
about it.” 

It is time to do something about the 
evils in our condominiums. I hope that 
our new Governor and Legislature pay 
attention to our complaints and take 
action to correct these evils. While we 
all miss former Ombudsman, Dr. Virgil 
Rizzo, we all hope that our new Gov-
ernor will appoint a new Ombudsman 
and empower the office to act. We have 
all had enough of the lip service paid to 
the abuses we suffer at the hands of our 
Boards.

AARP’S CONDOMINIUM 
OWNERS BILL OF RIGHTS 
The Governor and Legislature 

should realize that an 800-pound gorilla 
has entered the room. I refer to the AARP, 
an organization of 36-million members. 
The AARP has recognized the extensive 
problems that face owners in condo-
miniums and homeowner associations. 
They have published a Bill of Rights for 
owners, and have asked all fifty-states 
to adopt this fundamental document to 
protect the rights of the owners. About 
one-half of Florida’s two-million-plus 

condominium owners are over fifty. The 
AARP is asking Florida’s Legislature to 
pass laws to protect owners from abu-
sive boards.

State Representative Ellyn Bogdan-
off supports the AARP and the neces-
sary reforms to make things better at 
the state level. During an interview on 
December 18, Ms. Bogdanoff told me 
she supports the educating and inform-
ing owners and their Boards concerning 

Florida Law. Ms. Bogdanoff believes bet-
ter education of owners and members 
of Boards will lead to fewer problems.

State Representative Julio Robai-
na of Miami is leading the grass roots 
movement for condominium reform. In 
a recent interview, Mr. Robaina said, “a 
lot of reform needs to take place.”

CONDOMINIUM LAW ENFORCE-
MENT -- PILOT PROGRAM
State Representative Robaina has 

created a pilot program with the State 
Attorney’s Office, the Florida Depart-
ment Of Law Enforcement (FDLE), and 
the Department of Business and Pro-
fessional Regulation (DBPR) to train all 
Detectives in Miami/Dade County on 
“condo crime.” Effective on January 2, 
2007, callers to the local police will no 
longer be given a blanket statement 
that condominium crime is a civil mat-
ter. Instead, the local police will respond 
to the report of violations of Florida law. 
The Miami/Dade pilot program will be 
extended into Broward and Palm Beach 
Counties.

Unlike the violation letters from the 
DBPR, if the Detectives determine there 
is probable cause, they will arrest Board 
members, Condominium attorneys, 
and Condominium staff. No longer will 
owners be required to pay for forensic 
audits. Given probable cause that a vio-
lation has been committed, the inves-
tigation will conduct the necessary fo-
rensic audit of condominium books and 
records.

SOUTHPOINT CENSORSHIP AND 
CONTROL

If you have ever seen a City Coun-
cil or School Board meeting, you know 
that citizens are given the opportunity 
to address the body, and given a po-
dium and microphone so they can be 
seen and heard.

This is not the case at Southpoint. 
The Board passed a rule that you must 
request, in writing, permission to add 
an item to the agenda. The Board has 
exclusive right to control the agenda. 
If you fail to get permission to add an 
item to the agenda, you may attempt to 
address the Board by raising your hand 
during the meeting.

You are forbidden to use the micro-
phone, so most of the owners cannot 
hear you speak. Unless you agree with 
the Board, the Glazerites will hiss at you, 
and tell you to be quiet. If you ask a 
challenging question, the answer from 
the Board will be, “next question.”

FINANCIAL RESPONSIBILITY

Southpoint’s Richard Berman

Richard Berman was introduced to 
us by Marty Glazer at the first meeting 
after Hurricane Wilma as working for 
Southpoint free. The truth is that “free” 
was a lie. I have copies of the bills sent 
to Southpoint by Berman’s law firm. As 
an owner, you are entitled to see all bills, 
so ask for a copy of the bills and checks 
in the office. You will discover that Rich-
ard E. Berman charged us $700 to 
prepare and attend that meeting. Our 
“free” lawyer’s firm has charged us over 
$8,000! It is not nice to profit from your 
neighbors. Be a mensch and return our 
money.

Reserve Funds
It is time to address the money issues 

the Board evaded in their letter sent to 
owners dated February 24, 2006. The 
Board has not produced the documen-
tation that shows where the $347,686 
that was in the reserves on December 
31, 2005 was spent on the necessary 
repairs dictated by Hurricane Wilma.

What was repaired with this mon-
ey? Southpoint’s owners have a right to 
know. Did the Board forget they already 
assessed $280,000 in 2006 reserves in 
the November 21, 2005 statements to 
owners? The entry on that statement 
under “Annual Assessment-Reserve” is 
the 2006 reserve assessment that was 
already paid. Did the Board double 
charge Southpoint’s owners on their 
2006 reserves? Southpoint’s owners 
have a right to an accounting of this 
money.

Liens on Board Members
On May 8, 2006, McIntare Associ-

ates placed liens on the apartments of 
Marty Glazer, Murray Moskowitz, and 
Bob Rozema. Even worse, liens were 
placed on three innocent Southpoint 
owners! I interviewed Don McIntare, 
and he told me the liens were filed be-
cause Southpoint failed to pay him. Ac-
cording to McIntare, Southpoint made 
an initial payment and then refused to 
pay the rest. The liens appear to mean 
that Glazer and Moskowitz are no lon-
ger in “good standing,” and are not 
eligible to be on the Board. We need a 
Board that is financially responsible, not 
one that made Southpoint the laughing 
stock of the Galt Mile.

WINDOWS, DOORS, AND THE 
LAW

In 2004, Florida changed the insur-
ance requirements for condominiums. 
Florida law supercedes any condomin-
ium’s documents. Florida law now re-

TALES FROM THE GALT GULAG
Horror stories abound at the condo towers on Galt Ocean Mile
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quires that condominiums insure our 
windows and patio doors.

DBPR Declaratory Statement
In January 2006, the DBPR issued 

Declaratory Statement DS2005-055, 
stating that all Florida condominiums 
are responsible to repair and/or replace 
anything they are responsible for insur-
ing. A DBPR Declaratory Statement is 
like a court ruling. It establishes legal 
policy for Florida.

Palm-Aire Condominium
On May 8, 2006, McIntare Associ-

ates placed liens on the apartments of 
Marty Glazer, Murray Moskowitz, and 
Bob Rozema. Even worse, liens were 
placed on three innocent Southpoint 
owners! I interviewed Don McIntare, 
and he told me the liens were filed be-
cause Southpoint failed to pay him. Ac-
cording to McIntare, Southpoint made 
an initial payment and then refused to 
pay the rest. The liens appear to mean 
that Glazer and Moskowitz are no lon-
ger in “good standing,” and are not 
eligible to be on the Board. We need a 
Board that is financially responsible, not 
one that made Southpoint the laughing 
stock of the Galt Mile.

Southpoint’s Windows – 
The Truth

The Florida Building Code was 
passed in October 2004 and became 
effective January 2005. For high-risk 
coastal areas, the Florida Building Code 
of 2005 requires special high-impact 
window frames and two-layer laminat-
ed glass. About 150 apartments have 
the original windows, about 200 have 
1998 windows, and about 50 have 
windows installed after 2000.

It is highly unlikely, perhaps impos-
sible, that any window installed before 
2005 could meet the current Florida 
Building Code. Thus, it seems that 350 
Southpoint apartments have windows 
that do not meet the 2005 Florida Build-
ing Code. In order to meet the 2005 
Florida Building Code, it will be neces-
sary for most windows at Southpoint to 
be replaced.

Southpoint’s Windows -- 
Who Is Responsible?

Your windows are owned by, and 
must be insured by Southpoint. If your 
windows/door need to be repaired, 
Southpoint is responsible. If your win-
dow/door cannot be repaired to current 
Code, Southpoint is responsible. What 
is called the Southpoint window policy 
appears to be in violation of Florida 
Law, the DBPR’s Declaratory Statement 
on Windows, and cannot be enforced. 
Southpoint, like Palm-Aire, must repair 
or replace your windows and doors. 
This was confirmed by a DBPR letter of 
violation.

Southpoint’s Violation -- Again
In August 2006, Southpoint Own-

ers filed DBPR complaints that South-
point was in violation of the Florida 
Law, and DS 2005-055. The DBPR found 
the complaints to be true, and issued a 
letter of violation that Southpoint is in 
violation of Florida Law, and of the DS 
2005-055.

Southpoint – 
Glazer’s Excuses

After I put this column to bed, 
Southpoint’s Glazer used the owner’s 
money to send another of his political 
letters. At the Board meeting of Decem-
ber 11, 2006, Glazer and his followers 
denounced this newspaper as a “rag.” 
They disparaged publisher Steve Kelley 
and me. They accused us of attacking 
Rozema after his death, in ignorance of 
the truth and the lead times for this col-
umn. However, Glazer’s denials are hol-
low, ignore the facts, and are simply a 
weak attempt to smear those who work 
to bring the truth to you. This newspa-
per only presents documented facts. In 
contrast, Glazer whines that mystery 
people spread rumors and slow him 
down. He makes excuses about city in-
spectors, mysterious emails and letters. 

Violence at Southpoint

Consider the following facts about 
the Glazerites and Southpoint.

On October 1, 2004, during a 
Board Meeting, former Board member 
Rebecca Bond’s life was threatened by 
Board member Murray Moskowitz. Pres-
ent were Rozema, Glazer, etc., who did 
nothing. See Police Report 04-119992.

On July 5, 2005, my car was keyed 
while locked in the “secure” Southpoint 
garage. The cars of Nico Minardos and 
Rebecca Bond were keyed earlier that 
year. See Police Report 05-83392.

On December 24, 2005, Leonard 
Champagne was attacked and beaten 
by Southpoint’s former Security Head. 
The attacker was here as a registered 
overnight guest of a Board Member. See 
Police Report 05-160285 and State At-
torney Intake NC-061602.

On January 26, 2006, Robert Coop-
chik and I were assaulted by Marty Glaz-
er. See Police Report 06-132373. Febru-
ary 3 through February 7, I was stalked 
and harassed by former Board member 
Alan Zeldman. See Police Report 06-
16998. On February 7, 2006, Marty 
Glazer turned off the lights and stalked 
out of a Board meeting when the own-
ers preferred to listen to Howard Ber-
man and not Marty. On June 19, 2006, 
Grayson Walker and other Insurgents’ 
lives were threatened by anonymous 
letter. See Police Report 06-77458.

With the violence at Southpoint, 
some by the Board, and the numerous 
DBPR findings of violation by the Board, 
it is time for Glazer and the Board to 

resign. It is time for a forensic audit of 
Southpoint’s books and an end to this 
sordid Southpoint saga.

Help for Owners
Attorney Inger Garcia can be 

reached at www.IngerGarcia.com or by 
telephone at 954-752-1213. Jan Berge-
mann’s Cyber Citizens For Justice is an 
organization of Owners, for Owners, to 
protect Owners’ rights. For more infor-
mation, please visit them at www.CCFJ.
net or telephone 386-740-1503.

The AARP’s Bill of Rights for Hom-
eowners is available online at http://as-
sets.aarp.org/rgcenter/consume/2006_
15_homeowner.pdf.

The local office of the DBPR is lo-
cated at 1400 West Commercial Boule-
vard in Fort Lauderdale. Their telephone 
number is 954-202-3982.

Your State Representative is Ellyn 
Bogdanoff. She can be reached at 954-
762-3757 or by email at Ellyn.Bogdan-
off@myfloridahouse.gov. 

State Representative Julio Robaina 
can be reached at 305-762-3757 or 
by email at Julio.Robaina@myflorida-
house.gov.

Southpoint – The Election

On March 6, 2007, Southpoint will 
elect five members of its nine-member 
board of directors. At this election, you 
have the opportunity to clean house and 
elect a new majority on the Southpoint 
Board. This is the first chance to do so 
in two-years. This is a critical election to 
preserve your property rights. This elec-
tion is your chance to restore integrity to 
the governance of Southpoint.

Who we elect will have a great im-
pact on our quality of life at Southpoint 
as well as reducing our expenses. With 
a proper board operating in the open, 
with no secrets, your condo expenses 
could actually go down. A new board 
will conduct a comprehensive audit 
and precisely determine where our as-
sociation dues have gone, where they 
are going now and whether or not past 
and present expenditures are legal. 

Government in the sunshine is the 
law of Florida, but unfortunately, not at 
Southpoint. Southpoint’s board controls 
a budget of about $2.5 million dollars 
and must act with great fiscal discretion 
as our fiduciary. We need the openness 
and access of government in the sun-
shine at Southpoint. We must all work 
together to bring government in the 
Sunshine to Southpoint.

There is a slate of outstanding can-
didates for the new Southpoint board, 
led by Robert Coopchik. Many do not 
know this, but Robert is the recipient of 
the Silver Star for heroism during World 
War II. This is the highest honor other 
than the Congressional Medal of Honor. 
He was also the head of the board of 

one of New York’s most exclusive con-
dominiums. Until his retirement, Robert 
was New York City’s premier furrier. It is 
important to note that the fur business 
is based upon trust and integrity, and 
hundred thousand dollar agreements 
on the strength of a handshake.

Many of you know Nico Minardos 
as a successful actor in movies and on 
television. His list of acting credits is 
much too long to list here, few know 
that Nico was also a highly successful 
businessman and bank board member. 
It is his expertise as an entrepreneur 
and businessman that Nico brings back 
to the board. Vivian Xenos also brings 
to the Southpoint board her extensive 
experience in business. She has experi-
ence as a successful entrepreneur, and 
hands-on management of finances and 
people. Barry Leeds brings that entre-
preneurial zeal with years of hands on 
management experiences in his career 
as an executive.

Southpoint’s board has been in 
power too long and it is time to replace 
them. Help restore ethics, honor, safety 
and integrity to Southpoint. We endorse 
the candidacy of the Southpoint Insur-
gents who have been fighting for your 
rights for years. 

Please vote to protect your prop-
erty rights. Vote to restore democracy 
to Southpoint. Please help us rid South-
point of the Glazerites and vote for Rob-
ert Coopchik, Barry Leeds, Nico Minar-
dos, Grayson Walker, and Vivian Xenos.

ABOUT THE AUTHOR:

I own an apartment in the Galt Gu-
lag, at the Southpoint condominium, on 
the Galt Mile in Fort Lauderdale. Many 
people do not realize how many rights 
they give up when they buy an apart-
ment in a condominium association. I 
have taught various forms of American 
Government for over twenty-years, but I 
was not prepared for life in the Galt Gu-
lag. At the June 2005 Board meeting, 
Board President Marty Glazer called the 
critics of the Board “insurgents.” I am an 
insurgent in the Galt Gulag. I have been 
assaulted, battered, stalked, had my car 
keyed, and had my life threatened be-
cause I believe in American democracy.

I can be reached at AGWIII@com-
cast.net or 954-567-0520.
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A NIGHT IN THE LIFE OF A FORT LAUDERDALE TAXI 
The road to hell is paved with . . .

By Frank J. Marshall

The night was bad enough without 
Viv Menchik calling my cell phone. The 
cab’s tires needed changing. An upside-
down crescent promised rain and kept 
that promise with an annoying intermit-
tent drizzle that slicked the roads. Other 
than a few runs out of Fort Lauderdale-
Hollywood International, I only earned 
sixty dollars and change since six, when 
I began my shift.

“Hi, Frankie. Long time no see,” she 
said.

“Yeah! What’s on your mind?”

“Oh! I don’t know. I miss you. That I 
do know. I need a break.”

Uh-oh! Here it comes. I gritted my 
teeth. She used to be a regular fare, 
lived in apartment south of Sunrise but 
worked in Hollywood, and was as crazy 
as a bedbug. I expect she’ll do one of 
two things. Hand me a dramatic epi-
sode of Colin’s imaginary son—Colin 
is her imaginary lover with whom she 
shared a house—who lives with him, 
seventeen-years-old and hates her to 
death. Once he keyed her imaginary 
car, even poured sugar in its gas tank. 
Or continue the episodic melodrama 
of what Bob and Bill did to poor John, 
her real employers, inside a hidden real 
estate agency, I mean, it was shrouded 
by tall hedges on Federal Highway in 
downtown Hollywood. A break in the 
hedges on the side street for the drive-
way, you’d never know it stood there. 
That’s where I picked her up five nights 
a week at eleven at night.

I started with a sincere, “I’ve missed 
you, too, Viv. How’ve you been,” and 
after saying she was doing okay in a 
downward inflected that denoted oth-
erwise, she told me work was consum-
ing her these days, now that she was in 
sales. “I need a break, Frankie. Do you 
have time to spend a couple of days 
with an old friend?”

“I don’t know about a couple of 
days, but I can sped tomorrow with you. 
I’ll be there at six-fifteen, on the button. 
Are you still at the same old place?”

“Yes.” Then she took an imperious 
tone. “Bring us some breakfast! … I 
know what I want. One of those crois-
sants, the one with egg, cheese and 
sausage. Don’t forget. Sausage.”

“A Number Three,” I said.

At one time Viv modeled negligees 
in front of the camera lens and was paid 
a lot of money from two modeling agen-
cies. A poster she put in a frame and 
hanging from a hook on her bedroom 
wall shows her with two other models. 
She was the tallest. She is nearly as tall 
as me, I’m a shade over six-feet. I think 
what makes her crazy is being out of 
the spotlight. She feels she’s not beauti-
ful anymore at thirty-three. She was so 
crazy she couldn’t drive and took cabs 
to go everywhere, with me at night, 
or with Don, my day driver. When the 
craziness really had her in its grip she’d 
disappear for weeks. Don didn’t under-

stand how I could put up with her on 
my own time. I know why. I am reck-
less. I take chances. I rarely gamble for 
money, but on women, yes! Even if 
things don’t last, I still got a ton of fun 
out of it. Even marriage, I did that once. 
Don asked what Viv and I talked about, 
she hardly ever said a word to him other 
than where she wanted to go, and I said 
“This and that.” I am not one who kisses 
and tells. I really enjoy her cockamamie 
stories. She’s a modern Scheherazade 
and I was mesmerized. I’m a sucker for 
a never-ending drama. I am a big fan of 
Donald Rumsfeld.

I was just north of Fort Lauderdale. 
What a chump I was taking this stupid 

road back from Pompano Beach, stuck 
at red lights, taking forever and not get-
ting a fare. There would be no fares on 
I-95, but I’d be back at home base by 
now.

My phone has different ring tones, 
Don’s assignation was Hound Dog. It 
was playing it while I was crossing Bro-
ward Boulevard.

“You’re up late,” I said.

“It’s my hip. It aches like all Hell with 
this weather. Winter used to be here by 
now, early November, and the air was 

dry. You remember those days before El 
Niño? Yes-sir-ee-bob, global warming is 
what it is. I won’t be using it, so you 
don’t have to be back at six, that’s what 
I called to tell you. How’s business?”

“It was good for nothing. I caught 
one out to Pompano. But that was it.”

“You’re such a lucky son of a bitch,” 
he said. “You get all the long ones. Key 
West. I’ll never forget that. It was the 
first day you used (cab number) One-
thirty-two. A four-hundred dollar ride. 
Hey, you know Fat Howie, doncha?”

“Drives a big Lincoln? Works for 
Schmitty?”

“Yup, he’s even bigger than me. 
That son of a bitch stole a fare from me. 
I heard it was a Weston run, about fifty-
bucks.”

“Oh!” I said after a while. “He’s that, 
a thief. I wanted to kill him. I caught him 
before he could steal one from me. I 
warned him I’d kill him if he tried that 
on me again.”

He said, “As one cab owner to an-
other, can’t you tell Schmitty …”

I saw three men standing by the 
closed Star Car Rental gate, each with a 
suitcase, waving for me to stop.

I interrupted him. “I got a Sev-
enteen,” cab lingo for being flagged 
down.

“He’ll probably want a ride to Key 
West with your luck. You must get them 
to go that far at gunpoint. I swear!”

I turned onto Alamo’s service road. 
One of the wavers was on his way over; 
then along came the other two. The one 
who came up to me let his suitcase drop 
while I lowered the window. He wore a 
dark blue suit, white shirt, blue tie with 
a slip-shod knot. He had a brown beard 
that covered nearly all his face, the mous-
taches and sideburns its tributaries. He 
wore a black hat that Hasid wear. I’ve 
seen it out in west Hollywood and on 
Godfrey Road on Miami Beach, streams 
of hairs straggled down past his ears, 
curling this way and that. “Sholom,” he 
said and stuck a gun in my face.

Don asked, “So where are you off 
too, you lucky—I swear!”

I felt the cold steel gun as it touched 
my temple. “You take us to Manhattan,” 
he ordered. Don overheard.

“Oh my Lord,” he cried. Manhat-
tan. That’s a fortune. I can get on with 
Schmitty if you go.”

“Sure! You don’t need to hold a gun 
to my head. Where to, in Manhattan? I 
like to know where I’m being kidnapped 
to.”

But that dumb Don had heard me 
say “Sure!” then clicked off.

They were younger than the Me-
thuselahs I took them for mid-thirties. 
The two men loaded the trunk with the 
luggage then slammed it down with 



Get a free subscription - subscribe@citynewsfl.com www.citynewsfl.com Page 17  - January, 2007 -  Fort Lauderdale City News

considerable force, enough to rock the 
cab, a big Grand Marquis. One of them 
tried the rear door and said something 
in Hebrew. The gunman ordered me to 
unlock the doors, in that dispassionately 
cold, voice of business as usual.

The simultaneous clicks of the door-
locks heard round the car, the subordi-
nate pair stepped inside and sat down 
while the gunman stepped in front of 
the car to get to the other side of the 
cab. I had a good chance at him, toss 
the Merc into D, and take him out. I 
didn’t like how things would have end-
ed, me getting shot by the pair seated 
in the back. He even mentioned that to 
me. He got in the bucket seat next to 
mine, a doctor’s bag on the floor mat 
between his legs. “You look like a smart 
man,” he said. “I could’ve been run 
over,” he added. Then, once we got un-
derway, he said, “We pay all expenses. 
Put on your meter.”

“Am I going to live to spend it?”

“Who can answer such a question 
but God?”

He had put the gun back in an an-
kle holster before we reached the end of 
the on-ramp to I-595. An upside down 
crescent loomed ahead where we’d be 
joining I-95 north; meanwhile a low-fly-
ing cargo jet roared over. It scared me 
good. “I need to stop,” I said.

“Why?”

“I just got to.”

I stopped on the shoulder, opened 
the door and my fly and watered the 
weeds. I do a lot of this since I turned fif-
ty, not on the highway but at doughnut 
stores where I stop for coffee. I am not 
much for sweet things, which accounts 
for my mere hundred-eighty-pound 
frame. I have my mother to thank for red 
hair, thanks to dad for its unruliness. Don 
told me to buy saw grass. I did, but as 
usual, his advice was worth what I paid 
for it. When I got back in the cab again, I 
asked who abandoned them there? The 
Alamo closed at nine, according to its 
sign. But I was told, “Mind your own 
business,” in no uncertain tone.

Each time I stopped for gas, one of 
them would hand me a debit card that 
had their name and photograph on it. 
The leader’s name was Rabbi Duvid 
Bronstein. The short skinny one with a 
ferret’s snout, his beard black and dense 
was Rabbi Stanley Rechevsky. Rabbi Itzak 
Horrowitz looked like Mr. Kotter, maybe 
taller. At a diner in Dunn, North Caroli-
na, I had stayed with the cab. Bronstein 
brought me coffee and an English muf-
fin the way I asked, burnt to a crisp and 
just a bit of butter. I could have taken 
off with their luggage, but I had come 

to like them. Every few hours Bronstein 
would spell me from behind the wheel. 
Although I liked staying to the speed 
limit, he drove ten miles per hour slow-
er. They seemed to like me too. Things 
will work out.

He told me to take the Washington 
Bridge and, afterwards, directed me to 
Riverside Drive. It took us twenty-six-
hours to get there. It’s a twisting road 
and treacherous in the darkness and the 
Hudson River so famous for the cadav-
ers floating in it face down it gave me 
chills to think about it. The tenements 
are endless, occasionally a stretch where 
you can, I imagine during the day you 
can see the Hudson. “We’re getting 
close,” Bronstein said when we passed 
Grant’s Tomb.

The building we sought was a six-
story brick building about a block long. 
He had me park in front of a hydrant 
across the street, where there was an-
other tall brick apartment house. “We 
won’t be long,” he said. “We must pay 
our respects to a dear friend before they 
bury him in the morning. A tradition. 
Get them into the ground quickly.”

I watched them walk across the 
dimly lit street single file. When they got 
to the stoop they went into a huddle. 
Rabbi Rechevsky pussyfooted up the 
three steps to check the building’s front 
door. With the help of his debit card, 
he got around the lock that needed to 
be buzzed open by someone inside the 
building. With the door opened, Rabbi 
Bronstein padded up the three steps 
and disappeared along with Rechevsky. 
Rabbi Horowitz stood chickee at the top 
of the stoop, leaning against the con-
crete lion that was missing a paw; the 
one on the other side was missing both 
of them. 

It occurred to me that there was 
no mortuary sign anywhere. The Irish 

might have a wake in an apartment, 
but Jews? These Rabbis were up to no 
good, and I was their accomplice, the 
getaway man. So far the meter read 
three-thousand-forty-dollars and fifty-
cents. Shall I be Getaway man or Run-
away man? That was the question. I 
had a lot riding on that meter, a second 
cab, and boy-o-boy will that help me 
with a certain someone. I was leaning 
towards Runaway man when a police 
car pulled up alongside me. He lowered 
his window and gestured for me to 
lower mine. I did. 

He had red hair too, but more to-
ward orange, a tall lanky kid. He was 
driving but it was he, who came out to 
conduct the inquisition. “Are you work-
ing the city without a license?”

“No, Sir, Officer. Honest to God, I 
just dropped three men I picked up in 
Fort Lauderdale at that house across the 
street. They want me to wait until they 
come back so I can take them to some 
place in Brooklyn.”

“I can write you up for being at a 
hydrant, and I can write you up for the 
window tint, but I won’t, because you 
must be the luckiest son of a bitch ever.” 
He had looked at the meter. “I swear!”

I watched him lumber back round 
to the wheel and heard the door slam. 
The cop in the passenger seat seemed 
to be laughing. Then I watched their 
taillights turn the corner. The three rab-
bis watched them leave too, from the 
safety of the front door cavity. When the 
coast was clear, they scampered back to 
my cab.

Bronstein directed me to Wil-
liamsburg. We stopped in front of a 
shul where the few people who were 
about this time of morning, more or less 
dressed like these three. Rabbi Bronstein 
asked for his receipt. The meter read 

HABITAT FOR 
HUMANITY’S 
“RE-STORE” 

REUSES BUILDING 
MATERIALS AND 

FURNITURE

              by Nancy Daly

The desire for shelter is a basic human 
need.  As the cost of building materials 
and land escalate, housing has become 
increasingly unaffordable.  Habitat for 
Humanity’s home improvement center, 
better known in the community as the 
Habitat ReStore, addresses the problem 
by providing good quality building ma-
terials and furniture to lower income 
families at greatly reduced prices.

At the same time, over consumption 
of our planet’s resources is also contrib-
uting to a decline in the quality of the 
environment.  One way of stabilizing 
this situation is to reduce the amount 
of resources consumed by recycling.  
The ReStore contributes to this type of 
conservation by facilitating the re-use of 
building materials in the community.  By 
reusing these materials, items are kept 
out of landfill sites and diverted from 
the waste stream. 

 Thanks to a generous commu-
nity, the Habitat for Humanity ReStore 
is generating enough income to build 
one home a month for hard working 
Broward County families in need. If you 
are remodeling or updating, consider 
calling Habitat before throwing away 
useable product.

Donations of building materials, 
furniture, cabinets and appliances are 
tax deductible. The store at 505 West 
Broward Blvd. is open to the public 
Monday through Saturday 10:00am to 
6:00pm.  Please call 954 763-7771 for 
more information.

three-thousand-one-hundred-twenty-
two dollars flat. “Make it for eight-thou-
sand,” he said.

“Eight thousand?”

“Here’s six. All in fifties and twen-
ties,” Bronstein said. He had it all count-
ed out with a rubber band around it 
resting inside his bag of tricks. I took the 
dough and put it in my pocket. I wrote 
a receipt on the back of one of my busi-
ness cards and left the amount open. 
He liked that. 

From out of the blue, he asked, 
“What’s my name?”

I answered, “Who can answer such 
a question but God?
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“When smart people refuse 
to engage in politics they are 

punished by being governed by 
those who are dumber.”

  Plato
Chapter 3

 
Training Ground For 

Public Service
 
I lay inside my slide-on camper in 

the upper deck. That’s the portion that 
perches over the cab of the pick-up 
truck.  I was lying perfectly still and had 
the video camera trained on Jiffy. He 
was doing his business as usual except 
he didn’t know he was on candid cam-
era. I had to try something. The Com-
missioner had never returned and at 
this point, wasn’t returning calls either. 
I had parked the camper on the side of 
the road earlier in the day before Jiffy’s 
shift. The dope dealers actually worked 
shifts! I had quietly slid in the back door 
when no one was watching. 

I had intended on getting video 
evidence of this round the clock drug-
store to present to the authorities. They 
certainly would fix this mess if I had real 
time video footage! I was terrified that 
Jiffy would see me peering from behind 
the curtains, for I knew these thugs 
would not hesitate whacking anyone 
who threatened their evil enterprise. I 
kept my breathing to a shallow wisp. 
I could hear the camera motor turning 

and wondered if he could. I got some 
incredible footage. There was a nasty 
dispute between Jiffy and one of his 
regulars. The regular had only $9 for a 
rock of crack cocaine. Jiffy demanded 
$10. It went back and forth, and all the 
while I kept taping. I got drive- up buys, 
walk- up buys, buys as the rain came, 
buys into the night. Jiffy left for a mo-
ment and I finally had an opportunity 
to crawl down into the drivers seat and 
take off. Whew, was that insane! I went 
around the corner and pulled the camp-
er into the back of the house and went 
inside to show Cindy the video. We 
were sure this would do the trick. We 
proudly presented the tape to the au-
thorities. They said they would get back 
to us. They didn’t. Nothing changed. 
We were distraught. 

We decided that maybe there would 
be power in numbers. That’s what the 
politicians would understand, I thought. 
It’s the votes that count. We made flyers 
and passed them around the neighbor-
hood. We called for a meeting. The day 
came and we couldn’t wait. We had 
set up the dozen chairs we had around 
the house and figured some neighbors 
would have to stand. I had the agenda 
ready. We just might have to march on 
City Hall! Call the press! Have a sit-in! 
Maybe hire a bus to transport the angry 
citizens! The starting hour approached. 
Our two next-door neighbors showed 
up. And that was it! Not another soul 
(cancel the bus!). One of the attending 
neighbors was named Red. Red had the 
worst foot odor and always insisted on 
taking his shoes off. Though no one else 
came, we had wished Red had stayed 
home too. Maybe the neighbors knew 
Red was coming. I was amazed, disap-
pointed, embarrassed, and disgusted all 
at the same time.

Later that evening Cindy and I had a 
serious discussion. I had been trying to 
get her to agree to get pregnant all year. 
She said she wouldn’t consider bring-
ing a baby into this environment and I 
didn’t blame her. We decided we would 
move. Just as I would later see scores 
of others do as their neighborhoods dis-
integrated. Just move. We would bolt. 
Bail out. Leave this problem to others. 
But we weren’t going to sell this gem. 
After all, as big Irish Jim had said, “this 
neighborhood was just about to take 
off! “

We found a lovely little home in a 
section of Fort Lauderdale that we didn’t 
even know existed. The area is hard to 
find if you don’t know it, as you’ll get 
confused at the funny bend in US High-
way 1. The neighborhood didn’t have 
a name then, but it’s now called Mid-
dle River Terrace. It’s considered one of 
those “HOT” real estate areas. I’m really 
proud of that because I had a lot to do 
with making that happen.

We had left the drug dealing Pro-
gresso area behind for others to fix. Cin-
dy got pregnant. Little Timmy would ar-
rive healthy and happy, with two proud 

parents, and all seemed to be on the 
right course. Business was booming. 
We had landed three big hotel accounts 
and our company, that we had now re-
named     T.L.C.’s Greenery, was gross-
ing a quarter million a year. Life couldn’t 
be better. Or so I thought .One morning 
I had just gotten the crews off and was 
leaving myself when what I saw made 
me nearly crash the truck. There, just a 
block from my new home was Jiffy Pop! 
Dealing drugs! I couldn’t believe my 

eyes. He had followed us. How did he 
know where this neighborhood was? I 
had trouble finding it! Why didn’t he? 
Why didn’t he get lost at the bend on 
Highway 1? Why was this happening to 
us? I was incredulous! What to do now? 
Should we continue to move north and 
stay one step ahead of this scumsquad? 
No, this time we wouldn’t run. 

 
We were going to stay and fight! 

And WIN!

“Something amazing happened”! 
That would be T.V.’s channel 7 anchor 
Rick Sanchez’s words. Sanchez was one 
of the all time most recognized news-
casters to ever work the South Florida 
market. He was reviled by many, but has 
worked his way up in the news business 
and now has his own show on MSNBC. 
Though many of my neighbors didn’t 
like him personally, then knew that he 
was right about Middle River Terrace. 
Something amazing was happening! I’ll 
get to that in just a minute.

After seeing Jiffy that morning I got 
really busy. I fancied myself Custer at his 
last stand! Davy Crockett at the Alamo! 

Patton landing on the beach! (Did he 
land on the beach?) This time Cindy 
and I would go after this problem with 
a vengeance. We were tired of running. 
Plus we were now only a half- mile from 
the city line. We had run nearly to the 
edge. We printed  flyers like we had 
done few years before. But this time we 
didn’t just stuff them in the doors. We 
rang the bell. We talked to our neigh-

I LED TWO LIVES - a book by Commissioner Tim Smith
My Life as a City Commissioner and Private Citizen

I Was Robbed, Mugged, 
Blackmailed and 

Ignored, So I Ran For 
Public Office, got Elected 

And Made a 
Difference

AN INTRIGUING TALE 
FROM A FORMER FORT 

LAUDERDALE 
CITY COMMISSIONER

EDITOR’S NOTE:
Tim Smith was a beloved District 

2 Fort Lauderdale City Commissioner 
from 1996 to 2003. Smith wrote this 
book after he left office to tell his story 
about what it was actually like to be a 
City Commissioner.

His book, Politics 101, will be pub-
lished here in serial form, one chap-
ter per month, over the next thirteen 
months.

Continued on page 19
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bors. We tried to inspire them to help. 
We found people like Marge Anderson, 
a Head Start teacher who lived alone. 
She was scared to stay, but too mad to 
leave. She would be in the fight with 
us from that day forward, and is one 
of our very best friends today. We met 
the Mckees’, Roger and Marti, who had 
retired and sold their house outside of 
Chicago and dumped everything into a 
nice home right on the river in Middle 
River Terrace. Marti kept their new home 
spotless. She was the only woman I ever 
met that actually ironed her sheets. The 
McKees’ were aghast at what was hap-
pening. They couldn’t start over. 

And Jorge, a wonderful and brave 
guy that was a bit disturbed after serv-
ing his country in a Trident Submarine, 
a little too long, signed on for the long 
haul in this land based fight. Home af-
ter home we went. We found that all 
our neighbors were as disgusted as we 
were. Nearly every house had a For Sale 
sign up. But nobody was buying. Now 
I knew why I had gotten such a bar-
gain when buying our new house and 
I thought it was my negotiation skills 
again. I guess this area was “just about 
to take off” too! This time we would 
drive out the vermin and make this area 
take off! 

We set up for the meeting. This time 
we took every chair we owned and set 
them up on the street outside. We bor-
rowed the neighbors’ chairs also. We 
were confident and with good reason. 
We had connected with the hundreds 
of neighbors we had spoken with. We 
felt the energy. Ten minutes before the 
meeting was to start we had twenty 
people. Then thirty. Then fifty. As we 
began we had 75 people sitting or 
standing in the street. “This is going to 
be a movement,” I thought. Visions of 
Gandhi, Dr. King, and nameless 1960’s 
Peaceniks filled my thoughts. People 
wanted to hear what I had planned. 
Or did they? All I knew was we weren’t 
going to lose another neighborhood to 
the dopers and the prostitutes the way 
we had lost Progresso. We would just 
have to work out a plan as we went 
along. We talked together for hours. We 
decided to start a neighborhood asso-
ciation right then and there. And they 
elected me president on the spot. We 
began with lightening speed.

Before the year was up, we were get-
ting the attention of the city. We decided 
to take back our neighborhood and we 
were willing to do it by ourselves if nec-
essary. We started by calling the police 
and meeting with the area’s Police Cap-
tain. He was sympathetic and promised 
he’d try and muster some help, but the 
police department didn’t prioritize drug 
dealing as a big problem in this town 
then. We didn’t care. We did prioritize 
it and if they couldn’t or wouldn’t do it, 
we would. We got         together sort of 

an urban posse. We weren’t exactly Wy-
att Earp types, but we were angry and 
motivated. We started anti-crime walks. 
The first few times were tentative at best. 
The drug dealers owned the main thor-
oughfare through our neighborhood.  
After dark everyone was afraid to even 
approach NE 13th street. We decided 
we were going to give it a try. About 
five of us (with Jorge, the submariner, in 
the lead), approached a group of tough 
looking dopers late one night. Many of 
the buildings along the corridor were 
boarded up and tagged with graffiti. 
The businesses that still remained had 
closed long before dark. Only half of the 
streetlights worked and the atmosphere 
was eerie. We were scared spit-less and 
all of our hearts were beating out of our 
chests. The biggest of the thugs turned 
as he saw us coming. 

They were the stereotypical drug 
dealers, with the baggy designer clothes 
and the mouth full of gold teeth. They 
could tell we weren’t buyers and stood 
there staring as we approached. We 
rather politely told the dealers that we 
lived in that neighborhood and had chil-
dren we were trying to raise and that 
they would have to leave. I think they 
actually got a kick out of it. But when 
we were there the next night, and the 
next, and the next, and often with the 
news cameras following, the dealers 
soon failed to see any humor in it. 

It came to a head one rainy eve-
ning. We were still walking the anti-
crime walk every Friday. We had added 
a Wednesday bike patrol and we were 
out patrolling. Three of the usual dop-
ers were riding their bikes around sell-
ing the crack. It was no longer safe for 
them to sell while standing still on 13th 
street. When they did find a customer, 
we were often close behind, ready to 
call it into the cops.

We were making progress. The Po-
lice Captain with whom we had origi-
nally met had talked his superiors into 
giving him some leeway (thanks Bruce!) 
and was now providing us with some 
help. We were one of the first parts of 
Fort Lauderdale to try some community 
policing techniques.

We followed the three on our bi-
cycles staying behind them at what we 
thought was a safe distance of about 
40 feet. Suddenly, they screeched on 
their brakes and jumped off their bikes. 
A short stubby one grabbed a 2x4 that 
was sitting along side the road and 
glared at me and said “I want you!” Well, 
I didn’t want him and I’m sure most of 
my blood was located at the tip of my 
toes at that point. He came at me with 
pit bull speed. He was swinging the 
board back and forth, right at my head. 
I couldn’t manage to get off the bike and 
just kept dragging it backwards to stay 
away from the board! Why were these 
crooks always after my face! I finally 
managed to get off the bike and started 
a circular dance with my assailant. I had 

been a state champion wrestler in junior 
high school (when I wasn’t sneaking 
beer with the Sheriff’s daughter) and if 
I could get past that board, I was going 
to take him. 

The other two thugs were keeping 
the other two bike patrollers busy by 
hurling chunks of concrete at them. Just 
as quickly as they had mounted their at-
tack they broke away, jumped on their 
bikes and were gone. We had some 
scratches and were a bit jumpy, but we 
had stood our ground! We would win 
this WAR!

We wanted those three thugs ar-
rested. We called the cops, and as was 
usual in those days, waited about an 
hour for them to arrive. They took the 
report and told us they would investi-
gate. One cop told us we should just go 
home and stay there. We wouldn’t!

About a week later, one of the most 
dedicated cops I would meet, Dave Nick-
erson called. “If you want, you can come 
down the station and look through the 
juvenile booking photos.” I had had 
such luck picking out the armed robber 
years earlier, I figured this would be a 
snap. I arrived the next morning around 
nine as instructed. Dave was called to 
the front to take me into the depths of 
the police department. We walked into 
an office that looked more like a closet 

than an office to me. 
Dave had a shoebox of pictures set-

ting on a stool next to a chair. I looked 
at it and estimated there to be at least 
a hundred photos in the box. I thought 
this might take a little time, (little did I 
know). He said I should start with that 
box and if I didn’t see him there, start 
with the others. “What others?” I asked. 
He pointed to the shelves behind me 
holding dozens of shoeboxes. “Maybe I 
should send out for Chinese!”

At lunchtime Dave said I could give 
up. But there were still boxes left. If his 
mug was in one of those boxes, I was 
going to look until I found it! Just as I 
thought it might be a lost cause, there 
he was. In all his thuggy grandeur! He 
had a different hairstyle in the photo, 
but it was him. 

They put out an arrest warrant for 
him, but these hoodlums are hard to 
find. They know the law is looking for 
them, and their “address of record” 
might as well be “the moon.” Anyhow, 

he was caught in a most peculiar way. 
Cindy is a member of the city’s “Citizens 
On Patrol Program.” The program fur-
nishes old police cars that members can 
check out and help the police by driving 
around their neighborhood and look-
ing for anything suspicious. Well, you’ve 
probably guessed by now that on one 
of her outings she spotted him. I told 
you we worked as a team!

He was walking down NE 13th 
street just a few blocks from where he 
had assaulted me. Cindy was amazed 
and proud as she radioed in the find 
:“Oscar 227 reporting a wanted felon”! 
They arrested him and he pled guilty 
to the charges and served a year in 
jail. It was an important moment for 
the neighborhood in its fight against 
the plague of street crime. The dealers 
and the cops knew we meant business. 
And we did. Oh, I’ll tell you what  T.V. 
anchorman Rick Sanchez was talking 
about when he said “and something 
amazing happened” a little later! 

It was 1995 and we had been in 
Middle River Terrace for 6 years and con-
ditions had improved greatly. Most of 
the For Sale signs had come down, and 
people were beginning to notice that 
things here were different. As neighbor-
hood pride improved, it was evident in 
fresh paint, flowers and neatly trimmed 

lawns. The Police Captain had signed on 
to the fight and was the first member of 
the Police Department brass to take this 
street crime business seriously. The Po-
lice department had also assigned three 
of their best patrolman to the area. The 
three were tough streetwise cops that 
had grown up in the area. They were 
committed to working with the neigh-
bors to solve our problems. 

Sergeant Donnel was the BIG guy, 
over 300 lbs., and when he tackled a 
fleeing drug dealer, they knew it! His 
men called him the preacher, for he 
would analyze the reasons for social 
problems and brainstorm for long-term 
solutions. The Sarge and I had long, 
long talks over the years he worked in 
our neighborhood and I grew to re-
spect him very much. He and his men 
were putting themselves in danger ev-
ery day. 

The dealers were pissed, and we 

Continued from page 18
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 BONNET  HOUSE 
MUSEUM AND GARDENS 
OPENS ITS 11TH SEASON 
OF THE YOUNG ARTIST 

MUSIC SERIES ON 
JAN. 18, 2007

 The 11th season of the Young Artist 
Music Series at Bonnet House Museum 
& Gardens opens on January, 18, 2007 
with a performance by Florida Atlantic 
University Department of Music titled 
“Musical Theatre Highlights.” 

On February 15th the University Of 
Miami Frost School Of Music will per-
form all aspects of the jazz idiom. March 
15th under the leadership of Bruce Sta-
syna, we have Palm Beach Opera Studio 
performing an evening of arias and du-
ets and for our fourth and final perfor-
mance on April 12th we have the Florida 
Grand Opera Ensemble performing an 
evening of favorite arias and ensembles 
from opera and musical theatre.

We are thrilled to offer the Fort Lau-
derdale community what we consider 
to be the ‘best deal in town’. Canapés 
and wine are served to our guests from 
7:00-7:30 p.m.  The one hour perfor-
mances begin at 7:30 p.m. and imme-
diately following the performances des-
sert and coffee will be served.  For only 
$22.50 per performance or $80 for the 
series for Bonnet House members and 
$27 per performance and $95 for the 
series for non-members everyone can 
enjoy an evening under the stars like no 
other. The Art Institute Culinary School 
has provided the wonderful canapés 
and desserts for the past ten years and 
the honors graphic design class at the 
Art Institute of Fort Lauderdale designs 
our posters each year. Steinway Gallery 
of Boca Raton will be the source of the 
pianos needed this season. 

For more information, please call 
(954)563-5393 Ext. 124.

The Bonnet House is located at 900 
North Birch Road in Fort Lauderdale and 
is open for tours Tuesday thru Saturday 
from 10:00am to 4:00pm and Sundays 
from 12:00pm to 4:00pm.  Be sure to 
visit our website, www.bonnethouse.
org. Bonnet House Museum & Gardens 
is located at 900 North Birch Road in 
Fort Lauderdale and is open for tours 
Tuesday to Saturday from 10:00am to 
4:00pm, Sundays from 12:00pm to 
4:00pm and is closed for the month of 
September. Last tour begins at 2:30pm. 

Calendar
Murder in the Cathedral 

by T. S. Eliot 

A dramatic re-enactment of the 
murder of Thomas Becket, Archbishop 
of Canterbury on Friday, February 9 at 
7:00 p. m.  at All Saints Episcopal Church 
Fort Lauderdale (one block south of Las 
Olas Blvd.)

Advance tickets: $20.00 students 
and seniors $15.00 tickets at the door 
$25.00  (ticket info: 954.467.6496)

Announcements for this Calendar 
section can be emailed to:

calendar@citynewsfl.com

or call (954) 564-1308.

HOUSEHOLD 
HAZARDOUS WASTE DAY

City of Fort Lauderdale and Bro-
ward County residents are invited to 
safely dispose of their household haz-
ardous waste and electronics on Sun-
day, January 21, 2007 at Household 
Hazardous Waste (HHW) Day.  This 
one-day collection event will take place 
from 8:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m. at 101 N. 
Andrews Avenue, just west of City Hall 
in Fort Lauderdale.   

With proof of residency, residents 
can drop off hazardous household 
items and electronics at no charge.  
Items generated by businesses will not 
be accepted.

Acceptable items:
Items that will be accepted include: 

paint, paint thinners and strippers, gas 
cylinders, pesticides, insecticides, anti-
freeze, fluorescent light bulbs, automo-
bile, mercury and rechargeable batter-
ies, used motor oil, automotive fluids 
and gasoline solvents, fire extinguish-
ers, flares, propane tanks, car batteries, 
lawn and pool chemicals and house-
hold cleaners.

Residents may also bring old elec-
tronics such as computers, televisions, 
fax machines, printers and cell phones 
for free disposal.  To dispose of busi-
ness-generated electronics, please call 
954-577-4160.

Unacceptable items:
Items that will not be accepted in-

clude: explosive materials, biohazard-
ous (medical) waste, microwaves, ste-
reos and business-generated items.  

Safety Precautions for Household 
Hazards Waste Items:

Wear protective gloves.
Do not mix products.
Keep all items in their original con-

tainers with the lids tightly sealed.  If the 
items are not in their original contain-
ers, residents should clearly label each 
item to identify the contents inside.

Put leaking products in a large plas-
tic container and use a non-flammable 
absorbent, such as cat litter, to pack 
around leaking products.

For more information about the 
HHW Collection Event, please call the 
City of Fort Lauderdale 24-hour Cus-
tomer Service Center at 954-828-8000.

Bonnet House Lecture 
Series

Begins January 8, 2007

Bonnet House Museum & Gardens 
is offering its Bonnet House Lecture Se-
ries 2007 starting Monday, January 8th .  
The first of the three lectures titled “Bon-
net House Beach” begins at 10am in the 
Island Theater.  You will learn all about 
the small stretch of land on the Barrier 
Island purchased in 1894 by Hugh Tay-
lor Birch.  Our guest speakers include 
Denyse Cunningham, Helen Landers 
and Taylor Mattis for this lecture.  The 
next lecture scheduled for Monday, Feb-
ruary 12th is titled Broward County in 
the Roaring ‘20’s and the final lecture, 
Friends of the Bartlett’s will be on March 
12th with guest speaker Kent Planck. 
The cost is free for members and $5 for 
non-members.

To reserve your seat, please contact 
Linda Schaller, 954-563-5393 ext. 137.

ArtsUnited Features 
Photographer Ricki 

Stuart at Stork’s
 

ArtsUnited will feature the pho-
tography of local artist Ricki Stuart in 
a solo exhibit at Stork’s Bakery Coffee 
Cafe from January 1 through February 
2, 2007. The exhibit is free and open to 
the public. Stork’s is located at 2505 NE 
15th Avenue in Wilton Manors, Florida.

Ricki Stuart has always considered 
photography and poetry her spiritual 
paths. “Materials come from dreams, 
world travel, and the inner voyages all 
artists live by,” says Stuart. Ricki is es-
pecially excited by the face of humanity 
and try to catch the immediate quality 
of life.

Stuart has exhibited at the following: 
Brooklyn Botanical Garden, 1997 Brook-
lyn Union Gas 1998l, Science of Mind, 
Boca Raton 1998, Boca Women in the 
Arts 1995-2006, Boca Hospital, Border’s 
Bookstore Coral Springs 1998, Jefferson 
Market Library Greenwich Village NYC- 
2004,  ArtsUnited 2004-6,  Courtyard 
Gallery in Delray Beach,  and most re-
cently in Westbeth Gallery  in the  West 
Village- with Pictorial Photographers of 
America  April 8-30 2006.

LAS OLAS ART FAIR 
JANUARY 6 & 7  

The 19th Annual Las Olas Art Fair 
Part I, recognized by Sunshine Art-
ist magazine as one of the best in the 
country, is set for Saturday, January 6 
& Sunday, January 7 from 10 a.m. to 5 
p.m. each day. Admission is free.

Magnificent paintings, life-size sculp-
tures, one-of-a-kind jewelry, dramatic 
photography from more than 300 artists 
will transform Las Olas Boulevard into a 
living art gallery.  This popular outdoor 
event will feature more than $15 million 
in art, with pieces ranging from $20 to 
$20,000.

“A stroll through this show is like vis-
iting 300 art galleries…only better,” said 
Howard Alan, producer of this festival, 
as well as two other Las Olas annual art 
events - the Las Olas Labor Day Week-
end Art Fair and the Las Olas Art Fair Part 
II in March.  “At our shows, festival goers 
have the unique opportunity to speak 
with the artists behind the work.”

This show is a highly competitive ju-
ried show, with an independent panel 
of judges selects exhibiting artists from 
more than 1,000 submissions. 

For more information, visit www.
artfestival.com or call 954-472-3755.
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were glad that these Officers wore their  
bulletproof vests. Officer Jackson was 
the second of the three Mod Squad-
ers. He was absolutely fearless and had 
earned our nickname for him of“ Action 
Jackson.” He had arrested so many bad 
guys in our neighborhood that he had 
been reprimanded for using too much 
pepper spray. Now these career dope 
dealers didn’t just nicely volunteer to 
get in the back of the patrol cars when 
they were caught with controlled sub-
stances. They would fight like mad! He 
was over budget for pepper spray. (I’m 
serious !) The neighbors were infuriated 
that the Department would take such a 
position and bother an 
Officer who had finally 
come to our rescue. We 
wrote letters in his de-
fense by the box load 
and the department 
left Jackson alone. The 
third patrolman was 
Anthony, my favorite. 
He would grow into 
a true friend and still 
drops by the house 
once in a while. He is 
a veteran cop that is 
put together solid from 
head to toe. He stalked 
the dope dealers like a 
cheetah, and if he drew 
a bead on a thug, the 
thug was mincemeat. 
He had been a Marine, 
and once you were his 
target, you might as 
well lie on the sidewalk 
and throw up your 
hands! 

Along with the 
weekly walk and the 
weekly bike patrol, I 
spent numerous hours 
riding the streets and 
confronting the deal-
ers and the buyers on 
my own. A few years 
later, a reporter would 
do a story on my ef-
forts to eradicate street 
crime. He accompanied 
me one night on an outing. I spotted a 
hooker up the street after just a few min-
utes. It never took long to find a hooker 
or a dope dealer if you went looking for 
one. I pointed out the streetwalker to 
him and he said “she doesn’t look like a 
hooker to me, she’s carrying a purse.” I 
guess he had heard that hookers didn’t 
carry purses. I had to prove it to him. We 
pulled up next to her and she leaned far 
too far into the drivers’ side of my truck 
and asked,“ do you think I’m pretty?”

I suggested she would look much 
better in the next county. The reporter 
was satisfied that we had a bonafide 
hooker on our hands and we pulled 
away. The article would come out in a 
few days and call me “The Commish.” 

I was photographed in my truck on the 
prowl for criminals. This is one article I’ll 
keep to show my grandchildren. One of 
my beach friends who read the article 
sent me a heavy-duty spotlight to use 
on my outings “just to keep me safe,” 
he said!

One of my strangest encounters 
with these incorrigible street criminals 
happened one afternoon on another 
one of those crime watch outings when, 
as usual, I witnessed another crack co-
caine buy. My usual method would be to 
call the cops, report the crime, and give 
them a very detailed description of the 
perp. Almost always, the crud would be 
gone by the time the cops  arrived. This 

time, I thought I’d try something differ-
ent. I wheeled my pick-up around in the 
street and pulled straight up to where 
the deal had just gone down. I yelled 
out the window “get on the ground!” 

The dealer looked at me like I was 
crazy and bolted. The drug buyer, on 
the other hand, must have figured I 
was a cop and did as instructed! Now 
what was I going to do? I was parked 
illegally in the middle of a busy street, 
with a drug buyer sitting in front of me 
on the sidewalk waiting for further in-
structions! I called dispatch quickly. “Yes 
ma’am, I am here on Thirteenth Street 
and a crack cocaine purchase has just 
happened.” “Yes?” she said. “Well, the 
buyer is sitting here on the sidewalk 

waiting for you to send a patrol car.” 
There was a moment of silence as the 
dispatcher tried to understand the situa-
tion. “Are you      detaining this individu-
al?” “Not at all, ma’am.” You see, I have 
no authority to detain anyone. There is 
no such thing as a citizen’s arrest in Flor-
ida, as far as I know. “Then why is he 
sitting there?” inquired the call taker. “I 
suggested he sit and wait for you to ar-
rive.” Boy was I glad to see the red and 
blue lights rolling up that day!

Another time, I was solicited by 
a dope dealer as I took my daily jog 
around the neighborhood. I was good 
and sweaty by then and was minding 
my own business and moving down 

the street at a pretty 
good clip. I caught sight 
of the dealer out of the 
corner of my eye, but I 
was exercising and I had 
no way to call the cops. 
I would have to pass up 
the opportunity to bust 
this doper. As I passed 
him he called out the 
drug dealer chant that 
had grown to get under 
my skin like a bad foot 
fungus –“ yo – yo, what 
you need man, what 
you need.” 

I couldn’t believe this 
guy was so thick that he 
thought I had jogged in 
for a crack cocaine rock. 
I stopped and turned 
toward him and cussed 
him good and long. He 
was offended. He picked 
up a beer bottle laying 
on the road by him, 
broke it off half way, like 
you’d see in a bad gang 
movie, and ran at me 
with the bottle. I was in 
good shape, but since 
the only weapon I had 
was a wet t-shirt, and he 
had a broken beer bot-
tle, I thought the best 
course of action was to 
leave the scene. I jogged 
off as he kept yelling at 

me with what little breath he had left. 
I’d be back for him later.  Not only was 
the crime starting to wane in the neigh-
borhood, but we were busy working 
many other projects. 

We had nearly completed laying a 
mile of sidewalk along Dixie Highway. 
Now I know you think I mean paying a 
sidewalk contractor to build a sidewalk. 
But I don’t! I mean our neighborhood 
actually built a sidewalk that snaked it’s 
way through the neighborhood. The 
deal was that the city agreed to pay for 
the concrete if we would do the work. 
No one at the city believed we would ac-
complish it. We had neighbors as young 
as five helping (don’t call the child labor 
people, please) and an old gent nearing 

Continued from page 19 his 80th birthday (thanks, Mr. Olsen). 
We worked every weekend and 

many weeknights through the 2 years it 
took to complete. In addition to building 
sidewalks and fighting crime, we had 
become known as the “mural neigh-
borhood.” We approached all the con-
venience stores, the concrete plant, and 
the Parks Department and asked for per-
mission to use their outside walls as an 
artists’ canvas. We have an elementary 
school art teacher, Louise, who would 
sketch an    underwater fish scene, a 
jungle scene, and in one case, twenty- 
foot tall pink flamingoes, and those of us 
who were artistically challenged would 
paint between the lines. We were jam-
ming! We painted the bridge over the 
Middle River and dressed up the neigh-
borhood entrances with fresh signs and 
flowering bougainvillea.

One day I heard about a national 
organization called NUSA (Neighbor-
hoods U.S.A.). It was a service organiza-
tion that helped neighborhoods across 
the country with their problems. They 
had a yearly conference and awards 
ceremony where they would give out 
merit awards. The coveted prize was the 
“Neighborhood of the Year.” I thought 
about it awhile and talked it over with 
the neighborhood leaders. “Let’s go for 
it,”   I urged. They were in. 

We spent hours developing our ap-
plication that included a verbal presen-
tation. We practiced and practiced. We 
had no real hope that we could win. Af-
ter all, we were just a blue- collar neigh-
borhood that was still trying to bring 
itself back. We took about 12 neigh-
bors and headed off for Birmingham 
Alabama. Marge, Jack, Debbie, Jorge 
and the others practiced their lines on 
the way. To our amazement, we were 
still in the running   after the first cut! 
On round two, we were kept in as one 
of the five finalists! We were proud and 
could have gone home proud having 
made it to the finals. The Saturday eve-
ning ceremony arrived. And the winner 
is: “Middle River Terrace” Neighbor-
hood in Fort Lauderdale, Florida. We 
were insane with delight. The city had 
arranged to meet us at the airport with 
a motorcade. 

And later, T.V. anchor Rick Sanchez 
would tell his viewers that “something 
amazing happened,” and it had!credit, 
he did return weeks later with a box of 
disposable cameras. 

He told us to get the goods on Jiffy 
and his friends and then he would get 
back to us. 

He never came back for the cam-
eras, but it gave me a good idea, and 
once again I would put myself in serious 
danger in this new and untamed city in 
which I was quickly growing up in.

Tim Smith’s book is for sale for $17. 
Call (954) 564-1308 to order your copy.
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by City Commissioner 
Cindy Hutchinson

South Side School has played a sig-
nificant role in the history and develop-
ment of this great city.  Unfortunately, 
years of neglect have turned the school 
building into an eyesore.  Recently the 
City of Fort Lauderdale seized an op-
portunity to acquire the property and 
restore this landmark to its former glory.  
When renovations are complete, the 
building will serve as a cultural center 
that will anchor the south end of the 
City and be an educational destination 
for the entire community.

The school was built in 1922 at 
the intersection of SW 7th Street and 

Andrews Avenue. The facility was de-
signed by local architect John Peterman 
and constructed on land donated by 
Frank and Ivy Stranahan.  South Side 
opened in 1923 and educated genera-
tions of students including Virginia Shu-
man Young, the first female Mayor of 
Fort Lauderdale.  The school operated 
until 1967, when it was converted to 
a teaching facility for handicapped chil-
dren and later, to administrative offices.  

The building was permanently 
closed in the 1990s.  In 2003 the City 
of Fort Lauderdale began working with 
local citizens and neighborhood associ-
ations to determine the future of South 
Side. In June of 2004, the City purchased 
the school and adjacent property from 
Broward County for $4.6 million.  

The following year the City hired R.J. 
Heisenbottle Architects to complete the 
renovations while preserving the build-
ing’s unique architectural and structural 
characteristics.  Some elements that will 
remain include interlocking clay tiles, 
wooden vigas above the second floor 
widows and Dade County Pine floors.  

At this point the new interior sche-
matic drawings have been approved 

and restoration is well under way.  The 
non-historic ancillary buildings on the 
site have been demolished and the inte-
rior demolition and clean up have been 
completed.  The contract awards will be 
finalized later this year and then the real 
transformations will begin.

After the renovations, the 11,000 
square foot  facility will offer education-
al and cultural enrichment programs 
and include areas for traveling art ex-
hibitions, neighborhood meetings and 
other community events. The first floor 
will feature a state-of-the-art teaching 
kitchen for culinary classes and catered 
functions.  There will also be a large ex-
hibit space for artists to proudly display 

their work and a 1300 square foot stu-
dio theater for dance performances and 
music recitals.

A newly installed elevator will pro-
vide access to the building’s second 
floor. The main component of the upper 
level will be a fully equipped ceramics 
and pottery studio, complete with kiln 
area.  The second story will also offer a 
mixed media and literary art space, com-
puter room, music room and fitness and 
martial arts studio.  Behind the build-
ing, an exterior courtyard and outdoor 
stage will be used for performances and 
classes. 

The extensive renovations for South 
Side include a major facelift for Florence 
C. Hardy Park. The area will be trans-
formed into the City’s first Boundless 
Playground, which will serve children 
of all ages and abilities.  Elements of 
the all-inclusive design, such as ramps, 
raised platforms, handrails, wide spaces 
and solid surfaces will facilitate handicap 
access and allow for easy wheelchair 
maneuvering. The playground area it-
self will be divided into three distinctive 
areas to engage children at various lev-
els of development. Popular equipment 

Le Café de Paris Teams 
With Kevin Lane For 

Lunch/Dinner & Lecture 
On ‘The Dreaming Mind’

“Dreams have fascinated mankind 
since the dawn of history… and con-
tinue to mystify us,” enthused popular 
‘platform storyteller’, Kevin Lane. “As I 
researched dreams, reading countless 
books and talking to people about their 
dreams, it became evident that almost 
everyone dreams, but few if any have a 
clue about what their dreams mean. In 
fact, even though people are extremely 
curious about their dreams, no one re-
ally talks about them or explores them, 
unless they are in therapy.” 

including slides, tunnels, playhouses, 
swings, bridges and sandboxes will 
abound.  

Beyond the playgrounds, the eight-
acre park will be loaded with recreation-
al amenities to appeal to a wide range 
of sports enthusiasts.  The grounds will 
include courts for tennis, basketball, rac-
quetball and volleyball.  Those looking 
to enjoy leisure time will delight in the 
walking paths, shaded pavilions, bench-
es and picturesque landscaping.  Resi-
dents and visitors can expect to enjoy 
this lush oasis by next fall. 

These extensive renovations will 
bring the South Side School back to 
life, but they will come at a price.  The 
City of Fort Lauderdale has already se-
cured $875,000 in grants and will seek 
an additional $500,000 from the State 
Cultural Arts Division. Thankfully, the 
City has had tremendous support in the 
restoration of this landmark.. Together 
with the nonprofit organization Friends 
of Southside, the City has been able to 
raise awareness about the renovation 
project and generate support from the 
community.  

I am truly excited to watch this 
diamond in the rough evolve. When 
opened, the wide variety of program-
ming, exhibits and performances will 
appeal to all facets of our diverse popu-
lation.  

To learn how you can support the 
South Side project, please call my office 
at 954-828-5028.

The Renovation of South Side School 
Continuing a tradition of lively and 

informative book reviews and lectures, 
combined with lunch and dinner, Kevin 
will once again team up with restaura-
teur Louis Flematti, owner of Le Café 
de Paris, to offer a year-long program of 
lunch and lectures and dinner and lec-
tures at the landmark restaurant at 715 
East Las Olas Boulevard. “Kevin brings 
enthusiasm and in-depth knowledge of 
his subject to his presentations and in-
teracts with his audience in a way that 
both entertains and educates… a win-
ning combination,” Louis Flematti com-
mented.

Lane will present his first book re-
view/lecture of 2007, using the book, 
‘The Dreaming Mind’ by Robert L. Van 
deCastel, Ph. D., as the foundation for 
his talks. A Dinner & Lecture will take 
place on Sunday, January 21st starting 
at 6:00 p. m. and a Lunch & Lecture 
on the following day, Monday, Janu-
ary 22nd starting at 12:00 Noon. In his 
talk, Kevin will discuss “… a sweeping 
exploration of the role that dreams have 
played in politics, art, religion, and psy-
chology, from ancient civilizations to the 
present day.”

One of many examples of dreams 
was reported by golfer Jack Nicklaus, 
who had fallen into a bad slump. He re-
ported that he had a dream in which he 
was holding his golf club differently and 
swinging perfectly. When he came to the 
course the next morning, he tried it the 
way he did in his dream and it worked, 
resulting in his scores improving rapidly. 
Another example was George Frederic 
Handel, who heard the last movements 
of his oratorio The Messiah during a 
dream. 

Each program begins with a half-
hour ‘get-acquainted’ wine and hors 
d’oeuvres reception followed by a full-
course lunch or dinner served during 
Lane’s talk and ending with a question 
and answer session during dessert and 
coffee service. 

The cost for the Dinner & Lecture 
is $49.50 and the Lunch & Lecture is 
$39.50 per person. The price includes 
the meal, taxes, gratuities and Lane’s 
talk. The Lunch/Dinner & Lectures are 
open to the public as well as being avail-
able for private events and fundraisers. 
Space is limited.

For information, call (954) 467-2624 
or Café de Paris at (954) 467-2900. To 
e-mail Kevin, mark the subject Café de 
Paris Talks and send to klane@gate.net.
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Downtown Developments…
                
                 By Kevin Lane

Morgan Adams Foundation 
Plans Concours D’Elegance

If you like exotic cars, even more 
exotic private jet planes, entertainment 
that includes Tony Wilson, fine cuisine 
and a good cause, then you’ll love the 
Concours D’Elegance (an aircraft and 
automobile “extravaganza”) planned for 
March 3rd at the Avitat FBO at the Boca 
Raton Airport.  The event will benefit the 
Morgan Adams Foundation. 

The Morgan Adams Concours 
d’Elegance is a static and interactive 
display of rare, collectible and special 
interest automobiles and aircraft with si-
lent and live travel related auction com-
ponents.  The event brings together a 
collection that spans all production eras, 
representing an incredible array from 
the earliest significant aircraft and au-
tomobiles, to breathtaking modern jets 
and super cars.  The evening will include 
airplane flyovers, heavy hors d’oeuvres, 
spirits donated by Southern Wine, silent 
and live auctions and live entertainment.  
Tickets start at $150.00 per person.

When Steven Adams and his wife, 
Joan Slaughter lost their six-year old 
daughter, Morgan Adams to a rare brain 
tumor, Glioblastoma Multiforme; they 
decided to create the Morgan Adams 
Foundation to fund research in the field 
of pediatric oncology.  Living in Denver, 
Colorado, they created the Concours 
D’Elegance several years ago and have 
since raised nearly $600,000.  With the 
help of Boca Raton businessman Rich 

Kesner, this unique event will take place 
in South Florida for the first time, paving 
the way for increasing their fund raising 
efforts by having one event in Denver 
and one in South Florida each year.

“The money for the Florida event is 
dedicated to children’s cancer research 
and to support pilot projects that trans-
late into potential therapies for children 
with cancer, and the further develop-
ment of a comprehensive pediatric, 
neuro-oncology program for the state 
of Florida,” Joan Slaughter explained.  

Anyone interested in supporting 
this fundraiser by providing exotic cars, 
jet planes, auction items, sponsorship 
or attending are encourage to contact 
The Morgan Adams Foundation offices 
at (561) 994-3212.  For more informa-
tion on the Morgan Adams Foundation, 
visit www.morganadamsfoundation.
org and for event particulars, visit www.
morganadamsconcours.org.

City Center’s Virtual Office 
Program in the Bank of Amer-
ica Is The Perfect Solution For 
Entrepreneurs 

Actually, the City Center Business 
Office’s ‘Virtual Office Program’ on the 
14th floor of the 23-story Bank of Amer-
ica Building at 401 East Las Olas, is the 
perfect solution for entrepreneurs that 
are just starting out as well as veteran 
business owners who recognize the 
importance of ‘Image’. “We believe in 
order for your business to succeed you 
must provide the utmost professional-
ism in both behavior and appearance; 
that is our leading business philosophy,” 
Erika Baer, Vice president of operations 
and business development, explained.

“Our Virtual Office Program offers a 
Las Olas address along with all of the 
amenities of an A+ class office space 
for $100.00 a month for mail only and 
$200.00 a month for phone and mail,” 
Erika added.  A few of the services City 
Center Business Offices are able to pro-
vide include; a mail forwarding program, 
a full time receptionist, access to the 
conference room facility which includes 
a board room that overlooks the ocean, 
as well as the company name placed in 
the digital directory in the lobby of the 
Bank of America building.  

When your business has grown to 
the point that you need full time office 
space, Erika can offer a variety of op-
tions.  “We are able to provide business 
owners with all of their office needs 
while eliminating the transition period 
because your address and phone num-
ber remain the same.

For information on the Virtual Of-
fice solution or full time office space con-
tact Erika Baer at 954-332-2330 or visit 

www.citycentersolutions.com

Lunch… Is Now Being 
Served At Mark’s Las Olas…

Mark Militello, owner of Mark’s Las 
Olas, has begun serving lunch, Mon-
days through Fridays from noon-2:30 
p.m. With a menu designed to attract 
serious diners, Militello plans to offer an 
alternative to run of the mill mid-day 
options such as Caesar salad, wraps and 
other typical fare.

“We haven’t served lunch at the 
restaurant for several years now, but I 

decided the timing 
was right to start 
up again,” offered 
the award-winning 
chef.  “As someone 
who has lunch out 
most days, I’ve no-
ticed that there are 
very few options 

available if you want to have an upscale 
meal midday.  In most major U.S. cities, 
as well as in Europe, there are plenty of 
options – and I think this market is ripe 
for a true lunch destination.”

Indeed, the Mark’s Las Olas menu 
will present sophisticated sandwiches 
like sushi grade ground tuna on a toast-
ed brioche with wasabi aioli and pickled 
cucumbers and an oak grilled breast of 
chicken salad.  However there are also 
options straight from the restaurant’s 
dinner menu including  the chef’s sig-
nature crab crusted grouper with mush-
room salsify ragout, a charcoaled beef 
tenderloin with arugula, red onion and 
shaved Parmesan and Italian style spicy 
braised spareribs served over creamy po-
lenta with roasted Parmesan cauliflower. 
Prices range from $6-$16 for appetizers, 
$16-$18 for pastas and sandwiches, and 
$18-$30 for entrees.   To end on a sweet 
note, the chef’s delectable desserts and 
a selection of homemade ice creams 
and sorbets will be available daily. 

Open since 1994, Mark’s Las Olas is 
at 1032 East Las Olas Boulevard. Open 
for dinner Sunday through Thursday, 
from 6:00 p.m. to 10:00 p.m.; Fridays 
and Saturdays until midnight and now 
open for lunch Monday through Friday, 
from noon -2:30 p.m.  Telephone: (954) 
463-1000, reservations suggested.  Va-
let parking available.

Gallery One Plans Grande 
Re-Opening To Celebrate Com-
pletion of ‘Extreme Makeover’

After close to a year of work and a 
multi-million dollar ‘Extreme Makeover’, 
Gallery One Fort Lauderdale – A Dou-
bletree Guest Suites Hotel, the landmark 
Intracoastal waterfront hotel formerly 
known as the Doubletree Guest Suites 

Galleria, will celebrate their repositioned 
property with an invitation-only gala 
celebration.  On Wednesday, January 
17th, an estimated 450 guests will sam-
ple the food of Executive Chef Mark Le-
wandowski, sip wine and champagne 
and enjoy a special evening of inter-
active live entertainment.  The hotel is 
at 2670 East Sunrise Boulevard in Fort 
Lauderdale.

“Upon entering the lobby, guests 
will experience an up-scale, contempo-
rary ‘arts’ setting,” according to General 
Manager Bill Derbins, a 29 year veteran 
Hilton employee.  The property’s trans-
formation is being touted as the new 
“flagship” for the Doubletree brand.  
“It’s not a typical hotel renovation but 
an actual condo/hotel conversion con-
struction renovation which is much 
more extensive in all aspects.  We’re 
literally opening a ‘brand new’ hotel!” 
said Derbins.

That art setting will change each 
month starting in February 2007, as art-
ists, art galleries and art guilds will pres-
ent upwards of 150 original paintings, 
photo/art, and sculpts, transforming the 
expansive lobby and public spaces into 
a virtual art gallery.  Each exhibit will be 

heralded with a fundraiser, benefiting a 
wide variety of area charities.

The hotel’s ‘Extreme Makeover,’ has 
included extensive gutting of each of 
the property’s 231 one and two bed-
room suites, a new coffee/espresso bar 
and wine bar, a new interior and exterior 
cocktail lounge, and more than 8,000 
feet of interior flexible function space 
and break-out meeting rooms that fea-
ture wall-mounted Plasma TV’s, wireless 
Internet, and floor to ceiling new décor 
and furnishings. The elegant new drive-
way entry features tumbled marble and 
fresh new landscaping.  

“We are now one of the key hotel 
players in Fort Lauderdale and have em-
braced our Vision Statement; ‘To be Fort 
Lauderdale’s premier, Intracoastal, All-
Suite boutique hotel,’ enthused Chris 
Tompkins, Director of Marketing.   

For information, call Chris Tompkins 
at (954) 335-4607.

Kevin invites your comments and 
can be reached at (954) 467-2624.

Kevin’s Korner

The Gullwing Mercedes, one of 
many exotic cars to be seen at the Morgan         
Adams Concours D’Elegance.
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Politics Et Cetera
             by Steve Kelley

I too fright!
A reader of the Sun Sentinel, appar-

ently unhappy with the paper’s cover-
age of development and affordable 
housing, sent them a dozen black roses. 
The Sun Sentinel, perhaps wound a little 
too tight, called the Dept. of Homeland 
Security to report this “threat.” I don’t 
recall seeing this published in the pa-
per, though. Of course, the Sun Senti-
nel faces a much more serious threat at 
their parent company, the Tribune Cor-
poration, that wants to sell off many of 
their newspapers, TV and radio stations. 
Word on the street is that the Chicago 
big wigs regard the Sun Sentinel as 
third rate; it ain’t exactly the Los Ange-
les Times. The Sun Sentinel sells around 
$1 million in advertising each and every  
day; anybody want to buy it? 

Charlotte Rodstrom

Charlotte Rodstrom recently held 
a private meeting with “her” beach 
people at Art Serve. The reason for the 
somewhat secret meeting was that she 
wanted to tell everyone how she was 
snubbed by the other city commission-
ers when she attempted to get them 
to vote on building moratoriam for the 
beach for six months. Of course, Com-
missioner Teel considers some of the 
beach “her” area as well which is why 
Rodstrom wanted to keep the meet-
ing place/time a secret so Teel wouldn’t 
show up. But Teel sniffed it out anyway 
and dragged Harry Stewart, the city 
attorney, to the meeting to make sure 
she got some proper face time with the 
constituents.

With Rodstrom and Teel looking like 
they will both run for mayor in 2009, is 
this the beginning of some cat fights? 
Oh, my!

In the end, Naugle and Teel voted 
against this itty bitty, temporary build-
ing moratoriam. 

Oh, the hypocrisy!

Finally, Naugle finally has an issue on 
which he can support the police: Shoot-
ing black people. With the shooting of 
another black person in Commissioner 
Carlton Moore’s district, Naugle got on 
TV and actually said, with a straight face 
and I’m not making this up, that he’s 
always supported to the police. 

To anyone who has listened to 
Naugle’s never-ending criticism of the 
police over the decades while cutting 
their budgets, his televised words ring 
hollow and make for a real eye-roller. I 
don’t know if I’m the only one, but I’ve 

Thinking about running for elected 
office in 2009? It’s closer than you think; 
most campaigns start late, often just a 
few months before election dates, re-
sulting in predictable failure and waste 
of the candidate’s and volunteers’ work.  
A lot of money is also lost through a lack 
of advance planning.

The Fort Lauderdale City News will 
cover contests for public office  and at-
tempt to give candidates a forum to dis-
cuss the important issues of the day di-
rectly with the voters of Ft. Lauderdale.

Candidates’ articles, news items, 
campaign events, etc. are welcome. If 
you, or a friend, is thinking about the 
mayor’s or city commission seats, the 
Florida House or Senate, congress, 
county commission, school board or 
other positions please call Steve Kelley, 
publisher at (954) 564-1308 and let’s 
discuss how this publication can help 
you at no charge.

“If you don’t vote, you don’t matter.”

always wondered how Naugle, who 
claims to be a Christian, can constantly 
utter the most naked of lies. Isn’t that 
a sin or something? Naugle has made 
noise (or was it flatulence?) about chal-
lenging Ken Jenne for Broward County 
Sheriff once he’s term-limited out in 
2009. Of course, 100% of the cops hate 
Naugle along with all 2,500 city em-
ployees for that matter. 

Hell of a job, Brownie!

In December, Robert Rozema died 
just as a story on him was published in 
the Fort Lauderdale City News. In my 
“Tales of the Galt Gulag,” it was revealed 
the Rozema received illegal payments, 
likely over $500,000, from his buddies 
on the Southpoint Condo Board over a 
period of 10 years all the while claim-
ing to be a “poor volunteer.” Because 
of all the secrecy surrounding these pay-
ments, the exact amount is not known. 
Residents have called for an account-
ing of this money but his friends on the 
board have stonewalled it.

In November 2004, the Southpoint 
Board openly admitted having made 
these illegal payments to Rozema. Not 
only did Rozema get paid in cash, but 
the board also paid his property taxes, 
condominium maintenance fees, condo-
minium assessments, health insurance, 
car insurance, gasoline, electricity, tele-
phone, America On-Line, membership 
in the Tower Club, and Condominium 
Association Manager fees. Southpoint 
also replaced his windows for $5,259. If 
this is not enough, he received the lion’s 
share of the Christmas Fund one year.

Mayor Naugle said, upon Rozema’s 
death, that he was a “a great leader of 
the Galt.” City Commissioner Teel said 
“he really cared about the community.”

Alcohol Abuse?

True story: In December, Naugle 
went out to the League of Cities’ an-
nual conference in Reno, Nevada to, 
one can only hope, learn how cities can 
do a better job. Enroute on the airplane, 
Naugle ordered a cocktail whereupon 
he spilled it all over himself. The flight 
attendant had to use a lot of napkins to 
clean up the mess. Coming up early in 
2007, Naugle is facing a serious mess 
that’ll take a lot more than napkins to 
clean up. Sorry for the mystery but this’ll 
be a doozy - stay tuned!

Read all about it

Former City Commissioner Tim 
Smith’s book, Politics 101, serialized in 
this publication, is enjoying a nice surge 
in sales. Fat orders have been coming 

HEARD AROUND 
TOWN

It looks like Tom Hardt of Victo-
ria Park is exploring a run for Mayor in 
2009. Tom is a former educator and 
widely known for his consideralble 
community work on several citizen ad-
visory boards over the years. He’s even 
been a past vice-president of the Victo-
ria Park Civic Association. Hardt is espe-
cially well respected for his outstanding 
contribution to the county’s Guardian 
ad Litem program. Like many of us, Tom 
feels that our elected officials could do 
a much better job with a little imagina-
tion, creativity, initiative and caring for 
the regular guy.  

Tom is independently wealthy, in-
telligent, retired, and is prepared to fi-
nance a serious campaign with highly 
experienced campaign management.

Tom notes, “We have lost many 
opportunities during Mayor Naugle’s 
twenty-four lackluster years to make 
Fort Lauderdale into a first rate city. 
Instead, we languish in mediocrity. If I 
run, I’ll show you what it means to be a 
‘Mayor with a Hardt’.”

The Fort Lauderdale City News 
thinks Tom would be a fine mayor; let’s 
see how things unfold. Tom can be 
reached at (954) 527-9978.

in according to Tim’s order firm who 
handles these things.

Tim’s book about what it’s really 
like to be city commissioner. It’s a great 
read. Tim sold out most of the first print-
ing and is looking at printing a second 
edition in a larger print run.

It was after Tim Smith left office as a 
city commissioner in 2000, that he wrote 
the book. In it, he mentioned a fictional 
beach gadfly simply named “Art.” But 
Art Seitz thought Tim was talking about 
him and decided this was good  ‘nuf 
grounds for a slander lawsuit. 

Over three years, and thousands 
in legal fees, the lawsuit was whittled 
away on it merits, or lack thereof, and 
finally came down to just one thing. 

Tim had mistakenly mentioned in 
his book that Seitz had been thrown out 
of Wimbleton Tennis Tournament for his 
behavior as a photographer. It turns out 
Seitz was thrown out of the U.S. Open 
Tennis Championship instead. The end 
result was that Seitz got an apology 
from Tim for the error. My guess is this 
“lawsuit” cost Seitz around $20,000 or 
more! So what was the point?

This observer believes, along with 
many insiders, that Naugle got Seitz 
to harass Smith because Tim had the          
temerity to challenge Himself in the 
2003 mayoral race. 

Incredibly, in legal depositions, Seitz 
openly admitted talking to Naugle about 
a possible lawsuit. Why would Naugle 
care about this lawsuit? Was he the one 
who was slandered?

One wonders who paid for the law-
suit - Naugle once said, “It’s easy to be a 
millionaire in Fort Lauderdale.”

This is your mayor, folks. 

Old Politicians never die . . .

Former Republican County Commis-
sioner Jim Scott, defeated by Ken Keechl, 
an openly gay 
Democrat, has 
not gone qui-
etly into the 
night. In the 
wee hours of 
the morning 
of Dec. 19, the 
County Com-
mission voted 
to give Scott 
a $60,000 
“ c o n s u l t -
ing” contract 
to represent 
the county in Tallahassee (Wink, wink). 
Commissioner John Rodstrom, a fellow 
Republican, made the motion for the 
contract and rest of commission said 
“aye.” 

The cherry on the cake: 
Our new County Commis-
sioner Keechl seconded the 
motion. I really doubt that if 
Keechl had lost the campaign 
Scott would’ve voted to give 

him a fat consulting contract. Is there 
anyone who’ll later tell us about Scott’s 
performance on behalf of the County? 
You can guess.
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NEW DRY DOCK MARINA IS HURRICANE PROOF
By Frank J. Marshall

It is 11 o’clock at night. Do you 
know where your sports yacht is? If it is 
inside the newest addition to the 17th 
Street Causeway’s landscape, then you 
know it is safe. The Port Marina is the 
first indoor dry-dock facility that can 
protect a pleasure craft as long as 52 
feet from a category-four hurricane’s 
wind and rain.

The “barn” is next to The Port Con-
dominiums. It is made of poured con-
crete block and reinforced with steel, 
and laughs at sustained winds of 140 
mph. The marina can host 125 yachts 
with speed and precision, owing to a 
computerized crane system, the first of 
its kind, that gets your boat out of a rack 
and on the water in 17 minutes. From 
the owner’s lounge area is a view of the 
canal.

Ginger Hornaday and her team, 
with Galleria Collections of Fine Homes, 
Las Olas, direct the sales and marketing. 
She says, “In a vanishing waterfront real 
estate market this rackominium devel-
opment is the perfect solution address-
ing the boater’s needs, while providing 
a sound property investment.” A racko-
minium is a condominium for sea ves-
sels. As you expect from the purchase of 
real estate, in this case a rack: you get a 
deed for the unit and the strong prob-
ability of it appreciating in value. So, not 
only is it a fine home for a boat, it offers 
a secure investment as well.

Hornaday tells of one man from the 
Midwest who owns three boats, two 
in his home city off Lake Michigan, and 
another here. “When he comes down 
and wants his yacht, he’s out in fifteen 
minutes,” she says. “What’s more, the 
temperature is controlled, so he doesn’t 
have any kind of mildew issues. When 
he comes in the hull is rinsed clean, 
flush the engine. Give the dock master 
special instructions, and he’ll go in and 
start the motors once a month. What-
ever is needed. Check your battery.”

Instead of docking on the water, by 
having, say a Sea Ray 480, dry-docked 
at The Port Marina, the yacht owner 
saves $46,700 a year, which includes 
the expenses for:  painting above the 
waterline and adding zinc below the 
waterline, below waterline cleaning, 
waxing and buffing, fabric replacement, 
engine maintenance, dockage, electric-
ity, storm safe, fuel, taxes and devalua-
tion.

The Vertical lift.
            
The mechanical heart of the marina 

is Vertical Yacht Storage Systems’ laser-
guided crane system that raises a yacht 
four-stories and places it precisely into 

a slip. During a demonstration a sports 
yacht coming in off the canal was hoist-
ed and set onto saddles to keep the 
hull snug. The hull was subjected to a 
powerful spray of water, from stem to 
stern, then raised by the crane to the 
third floor, so to speak, of racks. Then 
it was guided to its assigned rack, and 
placed into it, all in a matter of fifteen 
minutes by a good watch. Dozens of 
boats dot the four tiers of racks. Sunlight 
was a rare commodity inside the barn, 
but some got in, highlighting two men 

custom-molding saddles for a certain 
model yacht.         

The only limitations are the overall 
length, 52 feet—”If you got a 48-footer 
and a naked mermaid on the bow that 
adds more than four feet to its length, 
she’ll have to be unscrewed,” one of the 
saddle-maker’s said—that it weigh un-
der 35,000 pounds, has only one hull 
and has a minimum width beam at the 
waterline of seven feet.

The Port Marina has six transit docks 
available, and provides unlimited in-

and-out service between 7:00 am to 
7:00 pm, seven days a week. Additional 
times can be arranged with the dock 
master. The nearest filling facility is across 
the canal at 15th Street.          

To accommodate sales, leasing or 
listing inquiries, the On-site sales of-
fice is open daily, with limited hours on 
weekends and holidays. For additional: 
call 954-880-8410 or 954-682-2196 or 
E-mail ginger@gingerhornaday.com. 
Visit The Port Marina’s website at www.
theportmarina.com.
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Cultural Calendar - 
January, 2007 

Compiled by Kevin Lane

Friday, January 12th - Handy 
(Helping Abused Neglected Disadvan-
taged Youth) will once again hold their 
ever popular Biker Bash. Denise Fla-
nagan is Chairing the event that takes 
place at the Seminole Hard Rock Hotel 
& Casino, One Seminole Way in Holly-
wood. The party rolls on from 7:30 p. 
m. to 11:30 p. m. and the attire is Den-
im, Leather & Lace. Tickets are $175.00 
per person. This is always a fun event. 
Call (954) 523-7210 ext 210. 

Saturday, January 13th - Boys 
and Girls Clubs of Broward County will 
benefit from the Westec Interactive 40th 
Annual Dinner Auction taking place at 
the Seminole Hard Rock Hotel & Casino. 
The Black Tie event starts with the Silent 
Auction starting at 6:00 p. m.. Tickets 
start at $150.00. For information, call 
(954) 537-1010.

Thursday, January 25th - The 
Symphony of the Americas Society will 
honor their Women of Style & Substance 
at the Hyatt Pier 66’s Panorama Room. 
Honorees this year include Ann Burris, 
Sherrill Capi, The Countess Henrietta de 
Hoernle, Billie Sue Engel, Pam Masters, 
Candy Norton and Maria Soldani. The 
theme this year is “Argentine Tango” 
and will include a musical presenta-
tion by the Symphony of the Americas 
String Orchestra under the direction of 
Maestro James Brooks-Bruzzese. Ann H. 
Clark is President of the SOAS and Tava 
Latta and Marilyn Johansen are Chair-
ing the event. For information, call (954) 
644-9049. 

Saturday, January 27th - The 
East Broward Auxiliary of Children’s 
Home Society of Florida is holding their 
16th Annual Black Tie Ball… Dinner, 
dancing, casino, auction and prizes.

Call For Artists
The Friends of South Side School, a 

nonprofit organization is offering $700, 
$200 & $100 in awards for a rendering 
a restored version of the school. 

Located at SW 7th street and South 
Andrews Avenue in Fort Lauderdale, 
The school is scheduled to be open to 
the public as a Cultural Arts Center in 
December of 2007. The renovation of 
the South Side School has been planned 
by many dedicated citizens, community 
leaders, government officials and staff 
to provide cultural art experiences for 
young and old together. 

When completed, the 11,100 sq. ft. 
building will anchor the south side of 
the City and house a variety of cultural 
arts programs and events and be a cul-
tural destination for all generations our 
community.

The Friends of South Side School, a 
nonprofit organization is offering $700, 
$200 & $100 in awards for a rendering 
of the school. The adjacent Hardy Park, 
also scheduled to be restored, may be 
included along with various programs; 
Dance, Music, Painting, Ceramics and 
Culinary Arts. 

Submissions of original art work, 
open to all media are due no later then 
February 16, 2007 at The Madfis Group, 
1231 South Andrews Avenue, Fort 
Lauderdale by 5:00PM that afternoon.  
Please put all contact information on 
the back of the entry, including name, 
address, phone and email address. 

Friends of South Side School will 
retain the right to the winning images.   
All other works will be returned.  The 
selected images will be utilized and re-
produced to represent the 2007 South 
Side School Poster.  

Questions may be addressed to:  
Kevin Kichar @ 954-561-7346, leak@
aol.com or Jeryl Madfis @ 954-701-
8391, jmadfis@madfisgroup.com 

COMMUNITY POLICING ACADEMY OPENS
The Fort Lauderdale Police Department is offering a 14-week Community Po-

lice Academy to residents of the City of Fort Lauderdale as well as civic and gov-
ernment organization members.  The Community Police Academy is designed 
to foster an active partnership with the community.  Well informed citizens, who 
have an awareness of the mission, resources, policies and services of their Po-
lice Department, are critical to the success of this partnership.  Topics addressed 
in the academy will include:  Community Policing, Officer Selection/Recruiting, 
Drug Enforcement, Special Investigations, Range/Firearms, Communications, 
and much more.  In addition to scheduled classes, an eight-hour “ride along” 
with our Patrol Officers will be made available to the attendees.

Applications are available in the Fort Lauderdale Police Department lobby 
or by calling the Fort Lauderdale Police Department, Training Unit at (954) 828-
6428.  You may also download an application from the following website ad-
dress: http://www.fortlauderdale.gov/police/cpa.html

Mail or fax your completed application to:
Fort Lauderdale Police Department, Training Department
1300 W. Broward Boulevard, Fort Lauderdale, FL 33312
Fax (954) 828-5891

We’re a full service financial institution serving the Ft. Lauderdale 
community for over 30 years.

• Better yields on savings • No fee checking
• Lower loan rates • Free online banking and bill pay
• Over 2,000 locations • Special member privileges!

Discover the difference a financial institution designed to serve the 
needs of its members can make in your life.

Bring this ad with you when you open your new 
Coral Community FCU account and we’ll make your 

initial minimum deposit to get you started. 

Coral Community Federal Credit Union

www.coralfcu.org • 954-772-2330
1930 N.E. 47th Street • Suite 120 • Ft. Lauderdale

4850 W. Oakland Park Blvd. • Suite 128 • Ft. Lauderdale
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CC # B-176 

AFFORDABLE CAR DETAILING 
We Come to You!   Car Washes from $10! 

 
Wash, Wax, Renew Finish,  
Engine Detailing, Upholstery, 
Carpets, Remove Odors & the 

latest in Car Treatments! 

 

Call for a free quote to make your 
car look like new! 

 

Call Nestor at  
754-204-3642 

(954)564-5540 
www.smileykidz.com 

Smiley Kidz Dental 

Dr. Oana Romasan 
            Dentistry for Children & Adolescents 

1749 N.E. 26th ST. Ste B 
Ft. Lauderdale, FL 33305 

Your Ad Here!
Reach all the 

residents of Fort 
Lauderdale! 

Call Steve Kelley at 
(954) 564-1308 

TUTORING  954-646-8246
7 Ways of Learning - TeachersToTeachers.com

SAT prep / homework help / FCAT prep
Free CD to promote reading and larger vocabulary

Free copy of the “Get 
Ahead” workbook  

Learn how to put something 
educational on that iPod

Free tips by email  
mistermath@comcast.net

Prestigious Victoria Park Office 
located on Victoria Park Road at Sunrise Blvd.

approx. 950 sq ft. Close to downtown
Ideal for Real Estate Office, Lawyer, 

Interior Designer or Architect 
There are 2 offices combined for 1900 sq. ft. 

both for $2400.00 or will divide 
to make single office for $1250.00.

These offices will not last long, first come.

Call 954-523-6262  

“Guard yourself and your family from 
harmful cell phone radiation”

The Cell Phone Radiation Harmonizer 
-Scientifically proven, revolutionary technology!

-Affordable, Effective Results
-compact - size of a penny

No one should use a cell phone without it!
 call Larry at 954-249-6600 or

click on “contact” at www.mybiopro.com/Larryk

RON SHILTON 
LAWN SPRINKLER SERVICE

Service, timers, system upgrades
Ask about our efficient systems that save 

you money on your water bill!
954-828-1310

Licensed & Insured Lawn Sprinkler Contractor 
We also offer monthly sprinkler contracts 

Broward County Lic#  85-CLS-424-X
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Letters
Submitting your  

letter to the Editor:
Your letters to the editor are welcome 
at the Fort Lauderdale City News. You 
should include your telephone number 
so that you may be called for verifica-
tion. Your name will be included with 
your published letter to the editor.

Emailed letters are best - email your 
letter to: letters@citynewsfl.com
Letters can be mailed to:

Ft. Lauderdale City News
P. O. Box 347
300 E. Oakland Park Blvd.
Fort Lauderdale, FL 33334

Beach building moratoriam fails

The Ft. Lauderdale City Commissioners 
should be ashamed of themselves! On 
November 7th, 2006, commissioners 
met to address the issue of overdevel-
opment on the beach by considering 
a building moratorium from Bonnet 
House to the swimming Hall of Fame. 
Unfortunately, the local newspapers 
gave scant coverage of the meeting in 
spite of the fact that for many residents 
this had been and continues to be a very 
important issue. Overdevelopment had 
also been a major topic with commis-
sioners when they were candidates run-
ning for office.

During this Conference meeting regard-
ing a building moratorium, Commis-
sioner Carlton Moore made mention of 
a person buying land, investing one’s 
own money, and wanting to build some-
thing on his/her property. And at many 
previous meetings, as well as this one, 
he referred to the individual’s property 
rights. The implication being that the 
government has no right to interfere. 
Now if this was really the case, then 
how come Moore was very upset with 
developers when he asked them to put 
aside 15% of apartment units for af-
fordable housing and their response was 
negative? And Mr. Moore passionately 
asked the City Commission to pass 
some kind of ordinace requiring the 
15% set asides. Seems to be a paradox 
here!

Incidentally, when one speaks of a per-
son buying land on the beach to build 
we are not talking about a home on the 
prairie! The reality is that developers 
are multi-millionaires, big investors, 
banks, and corporations who are well 
connected. 

During the Conference meeting, Com-
missioner Moore admitted that voting 
in favor of a high-rise condo known as 
the Palms was a mistake. Well, we all 
make mistakes, but then he went on to 
approve every high-rise, high-density 
building on the beach. Moore even 
justified the construction of the mam-
moth building known as the “W” Hotel 
even though it violated so many build-
ing codes. He went on to explain that 
sometimes codes need to be flexible 
to accommodate construction. When 
Commissioners violate their own codes 

what it really does is make a mockery 
of the entire system and developers go 
on laughing (all the way to the bank). I 
guess rules or laws are meant for some 
but not others.

Something else happened at the meeting 
which was quite interesting. Most of the 
speakers in the audience were residents 
who favored a moratorium. Some even 
wanted the boundaries extended to 
Oakland Park Blvd. The few residents 
who spoke against it had financial inter-
ests in seeing more and more and more 
buildings constructed... all in the name 
of loving Ft. Lauderdale and apple pie! 

Very few developers and/or their at-
torneys addressed this issue. Don’t you 
find this interesting? They must have 
known what the results were going to 
be before the meeting began. In fact, 
one land use attorney even remarked 
“this will be a very short meeting.” 

Mayor Naugle and three other commis-
sioners opposed the moratorium in spite 
of the pleas and wishes of the resi-
dents, the voters, the taxpayers. Naugle 
and Commissioners Teel, Moore and 
Hutchinson all said that a moratorium 
was a drastic measure and would send 
the wrong message. The problem here is 
that a drastic measure is exactly what is 
warranted. It is not as if we don’t have 
high-rises on the beach. There are more 
than 40 on this fragile island. 

And although commissioners talk about 
concrete canyons and overdevelopment, 
it all boils down to lip service. Overde-
velopment is only a campaign issue and 
once elected the issue is over until the 
next election. The Zoning-in-Progress 
(ZIP) measure accepted by the City 
Commission in lieu of a moratorium is 
meaningless and most intelligent people 
know it. All ZIP accomplished was 
directing the staff to develop another 
report which will not make a substan-
tive change on the beach. 

Meanwhile, construction continues and 
concrete/glass walls go up. I am sure 
the ZIP report will not be ready in one 
year as promised and it will say very 
little in regard to signif icant height and 
density limits. And so another report 
will collect dust as all the previous 
studies have. Maybe a few more crumbs 
will be thrown to the ordinary folks but 

the developers will continue laughing 
all the way to you know where.

About 4 or 5 years ago a resident had 
written a Letter to the Editor which was 
printed in a local newspaper. In sum-
mary, the resident wrote that when all is 
said and done, at the end of the day, the 
developers will have their way. 

This City Commission has proven the 
writer correct.

Here was an opportunity to say to the 
residents we hear you... high-rise devel-
opment has become excessive. The is-
land, if things continue as they are, will 
become a sterile “downtown” and the 
special beach ambiance we now have 
will be lost forever. All these immense 
buildings, and with only one major 
road, will result in more traffic, wind 
tunnels, shadows, noise, blocked views, 
and parking problems. A sensitive beach 
environment is being destroyed. 

Well, we do thank at least one commis-
sioner, Charlotte Rodstrom, for trying to 
fulfill a campaign promise to stop over-
development. She asked for a morato-
rium and received from her colleagues 
what ordinary people have been getting 
for years: lip service. At least it is on the 
record now.

We once had a jewel of an island and, 
due to a lack of vision and planning, 
surrendered this natural island to devel-
opers who managed to transform it into 
a cemented urban dwelling. 

Mel Rubinstein
Ft. Lauderdale

Mr. Rubenstein is a former President 
of the Central Beach Alliance, former 
member of the Beach Redevelopment 
Advisory Board and Treasurer of Birch 
Crest Condominium and a resident on 
the Ft. Lauderdale beach.

SAVE YOUR PARKING RECEIPT.
 
Recently I attended a fund raiser for the 
Humane Society of Broward County
at the La Playa Club on the Intercoastal 
Waterway. I parked in the City of Fort 
Lauderdale Bridgeside Parking Garage 
near Oakland Park Boulevard and A1A.
 
I was given a receipt at the payment 
station for which I am grateful. When 
I returned to my vehicle at 8 PM there 
was an envelope under my windshield 
wiper with a a $25 parking violation 
notice for overtime parking from the 
police department. 
 
I was bewildered; two minutes after 
paying someone gave me a ticket! The 
next day I went downtown to 290 NE 
3rd Avenue and showed the receptionist 
my receipt and the citation. She seemed 
to know what happened and politely 
told me not to be concerned and that 
the penalty would be withdrawn. At this 
point I was satisfied.
 
However, afterwards I was wondering:
 How often is this happening to other 
motorists?
What would a visitor to our city think?
 Should the city commissioners know 
about this?
 Is the city manager aware?
 Is this good for tourism?
 I don’t know the answer to these ques-
tions, however, I do know one thing. 
 If you park in one of our City of Fort 
Lauderdale Parking Garages,
 SAVE YOUR RECEIPT! 
 
Tommy Hardt, Fort Lauderdale
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Letters
Growth and population

I read the “Fort Lauderdale City News” 
for the first time with the December 
issue.  In reading people’s concerns, I 
once again smiled at people’s naivete.  
Once again there is anti-development 
rhetoric along with concerns of “wind 
storm insurance, rampant development, 
and crime.”  And, of course, property 
taxes are always a concern.  Any basic 
economic course will tell everyone, 
once and for all, what the basic need for 

development has always been and will 
always be: population growth.  That’s 
it, plain and simple.  Zoning has always 
been changed and will always be 
changed to accommodate peoples sense 
of entitlement to have children and then 
to have a place for them to live.
This is very simple to understand.  You 
and your spouse buy a home.  You 
then have two children.  You have now 
doubled the population of ONE lot 
in Fort Lauderdale.  If everyone adds 
two to the population of their lot, the 
population of Fort Lauderdale will eas-
ily double.  Now, as your children are 
growing, you continue to fight against 
development.  But, as soon as your 
children are old enough to leave home, 
you want them to find a home of their 
own.  News Flash:  So does EVERY 
other parent.  And, this may come as a 
surprise - without NEW development, 
the world cannot handle NEW places 
to live - so, unless you are prepared to 
have your children (and their children) 
live with you the rest of all of your 
lives, then development MUST happen 
to take care of YOUR need to increase 
the population.
 
Since people refuse to see the effects 
of population growth, try this simple 

experiment: Take a bowl and fill it to 
the very top with rice- this signifies the 
amount of people currently living in 
Fort Lauderdale.
     Now, add to the top of this the 
SAME amount of rice.  This represents 
the growth in population.  You will see 
that the bowl cannot hold the added 
rice. 
     You are faced with THREE choices:
1)  Put the additional rice in another 
bowl (develop new land like the Ever-
glades)

         

      

2)  Add higher sides to the existing 
bowl (develop already developed land 
higher like condo towers) or
3)  DO NOT add the additional rice 
(while this is common sense, most will 
continue to add the rice while complain-
ing about 1 and 2 AND the higher taxes 
to support these additional rice kernels.
    Politicians provide “lip-service” 
because they are the same as those who 
voted them in.  “Provide housing for 
MY children, but don’t make ME pay 
for the added strain on MY commu-
nity.” “Give me more, but don’t make 
me pay for it.”  “I WANT this for MY 
children, but I WANT other people’s 
children to go away.” 
These complaints will never be solved.
 
Lawrence Wald, Fort Lauderdale

Editor’s note: 
Local births account for only part of 
the total population. Over 1,000 people 
move to Florida every day and around 
27% of the nation’s 73 million baby 
boomers are expected to retire to the 
state in the coming years. Should Cuba 
suddenly open up, how many Cubans 
would move here? In addition, about 3 
million illegal aliens come across the 
nation’s porous borders each year.

Mayor and affordable housing

Have you met our Mayor, the Good 
Lord Jim,
Whose mental acumen is really slight 
slim?
Apparently his mind goes carousing,
When he discusses affordable housing,
Common sense simply abandons him.

Alone in his office sits the mayor, Lord 
Jim,
The working guy’s plight grows daily 
more grim,
While his Lordship says (I swear it is 
true),
We should work another job or two
So we can all be more like him.

Al Imgrund, Fort Lauderdale

P.S. Wasn’t it Naugle who said, “It’s 
easy to be a millionaire in Fort Lauder-
dale.”
Beach neighborhood parking 
restrictions makes no sense
I enjoy reading your publication as 
it is one of the few local newspapers 
to highlight problems concerning the 
over-development in our city, as well as 
how it affects the beach area.  One such 
problem is the reason I am sending you 
this “letter to the editor.”
On September 18th 2006, a “No Park-
ing-Resident Permit Only” ordinance 
went into effect on the finger streets 
from Sunrise to 18th Street for a “sup-
posed” six month trial period. 
This ordinance, passed by the Fort lau-
derdale City Commisioners, denies the 
public to park on public streets paid for 
by tax-paying citizens. Only residents 
who live along those streets are allowed 
to park once they pay for a permit. 
The reason for this illegal-sounding or-
dinance came about when the residents 
of those finger streets complained about 
criminal activities taking place there. 
It is a complaint that is totally bogus, as 
the only people parking on those streets 
during the daytime are a diverse crowd 
of families, tourists and local beach-
devotees who are there solely to enjoy 
the sun, surf and socialize, hardly a 
criminal element. 
Many of my closest friends are people 
that I have met there. The most absurd 
part of this ordinance is that the no-
parking limit ends at 9PM until 7AM, 
the most likely time for any criminal 
activity to take place. The ordinance has 

eliminated around 275 much needed 
parking spaces. With the already se-
verely limited parking spaces on A1A 
in this area, as well as the fact that 
many of these spaces are utilized by the 
employees of the nearby Pelican Beach 
Hotel (which provides no parking for 
its employees), this ordinance makes it 
next to impossible for so many of us to 
enjoy the public beach. 
To deny parking is to deny access to a 
public beach, thus creating a semi-pri-
vate beach for only those residents who 
live in that area. 
As tax-paying Fort Lauderdale resi-
dents, we find it hard to believe that it 
is actually legal to be denied parking 
access on public streets.

Hal Grego, Fort Lauderdale
Mr. Editor

I liked the 1st issue of City News a lot,
and my only problem with the 2nd issue 
was that it took me longer to read it.  
Quality local, detailed content that actu-
ally was news for us. Thank you. I want 
to remember the advertisers.

George Hunker, Fort Lauderdale 
Nice to have a voice

I am thrilled that you started this 
newspaper.  We certainly need a voice 
and the mayor and city commission-
ers along with the city manager are not 
listening.
Can we find out where the five mil-
lion dollar budget for overtime is being 
spent?  Also, if we have to buy the 
commissioners their dinner, maybe 
they could do us a favor and not eat on 
camera.

Marsha Bennett, Fort Lauderdale

Best of luck,

First of all, kudos to you for such an 
overdue publication!  It’s the
first time I can recall a newspaper that 
provided a mechanism for publicising 
the myriad of developer/board injus-
tices endured by condominimum/coop-
erative owners - usually, a most vulner-
able population, anyway. I was singing 
the praises of the paper to a friend last 
night, and she said,
“...wait ‘til you see the second 
edition...”,  

Bob McKinlay, Fort Lauderdale 
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THE ONLY FREE 
CHEESE 

IN IS THE TRAP

         By Werner Buntemeyer

Let’s look at the Coral Ridge golf 
courses affair in our midst a little more 
directly then has been done so far in 
countless discussions and articles. It 
seems to me confusion reigns supreme-
ly.

I find it incredible that so many 
mentally and otherwise well-endowed 
people living in the Coral Ridge country 
club area seem to have succumbed to 
the lure of a free lunch – that does not 
exist.

A group of speculators bought the 
two golf courses for the purpose of con-
structing homes on part of the courses.

They knew very well that long exist-
ing land use and zoning on the proper-
ty would not allow such development. 
So they gambled.

They gambled on a couple of is-
sues: on the help of one former county 
commissioner, very important in the 
long and difficult way to change land 
use and zoning. They gambled on the 
inborn greed in all of us – offer us some-
thing we want for free and we may for-
get our conscience, as a minimum close 
our eyes to the reality.

County Commissioner Scott lost in 
the last election.

Not because he is a Republican but 
because of his involvement in the coun-
try club, I dare say. 

Mr. Abdo in his letter to this Coral 
Ridge Monthly talks about the “pro-
posed upgrade of our neighborhood 
golf course and club house facilities” as 
something very necessary. Good. No 
argument.

This however has nothing to do 
with the long, long time intrusion in this 
neighborhood through construction of 
roads, houses, and reconstruction of 
the golf course.

One has nothing to do with the 
other!

Here the free lunch comes into play, 
the promises to do all these marvelous 
things if you support my application.

How naïve could one be? Does 
anyone really believe that the money 
from the sale of new lots and houses 
will be funneled to these promised fa-
cilities, that there will not be any or little 
cost to the country club members?

If the owners wished to upgrade 
the facilities without the proposed de-
velopment, they could do so. Ever 
heard of financing, assessments (ouch, 
that hurts)?

The golf courses obviously were 
bought for development purposes, not 
for running and upgrading the existing 
facilities on the basis of a self-support-
ing golf course business.

Mr. Abdo states that these specula-
tors are also our good neighbors.

Well, their act of closing the Ameri-
can course was not very neighborly, was 
it now? Not to the direct neighbors, not 
to all the visitors, not to the City of Fort 
Lauderdale. Rather ruthless, don’t you 
think?

Yes, they are privately owned facili-
ties, and we cannot and should not tell 
the owners how to run them, what to 
do with them. 

However, when the present owners 
bought the golf courses, they knew it 
all. 

They knew that the Coral Ridge 
Country Club is not just any ordinary 
golf course.

You cannot equal it to the many 
courses existing further west, or to vari-
ous attempts to insert some develop-
ment in some of them.

There is value for all of us, also for our 
various elected officials, in recognizing 
the Coral Ridge Country Club/American 
Golf courses and their history – and the 
role they have played in bringing certain 
quality of life elements to the neighbor-
hood and to the City of Fort Lauderdale, 
and to other neighboring cities. 

There are valid reasons for having 
the present land use and zoning at-
tached to this land, which simply should 
not be changed. 

We are all entitled to our own opin-
ions, to our own reasons and reason-
ing.

One thing should be very clear: It is 
not for us to support the speculators in 
their role as developers, even if, by any 
stretch of the imagination, we may gain 
something. On the contrary. They have 
to make up their minds if they wish to 
be golf course owners and operators, or 
developers. Both do not fit in this neigh-
borhood. 

The inability to have made the dis-
tinction, the separation between devel-
opment and club improvements has led 
homeowners and specifically the current 
board of the CRCC Estates Association 
to do a poor job in facing the country 
club owner’s requests. The many use-
less and (by design) toothless commit-
tees, the attempts to formulate another 
questionnaire to the residents are just 
tiresome attempts to play on both sides 
of the fence. 

The last election has shown were 
the people stand on this issue.

 What else is there to know?
Maybe now we all can call on our 

conscience to do the right thing.

Oh, yes, I have a little experience 
with golf courses and development.

I was part of the Coral Ridge Prop-
erties organization for thirty years; its 
president for more than thirteen years 
until it was sold.

One thing I learned, you can be 
hard but not ruthless if you wish to be 
a successful neighbor in the community 
in which you work.

OUR TWO GOLF COURSES & DEVELOPMENT
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• Engineering

• Construction Engineering & Inspection

• Municipal Engineering

• Transportation Planning & Traffic Engineering

• Surveying & Mapping

• Planning

• Landscape Architecture & Environmental Services

• Construction Services

• Indoor Air Quality

• Data Technologies & Development

• Emergency Management Services

There’s virtually nothing we can’t do. 
There’s absolutely nothing we don’t do well.

1800 Eller Drive, Suite 600, Fort Lauderdale, FL 33316 • Tel: 954.921.7781 • Fax: 954.921.8807 • www.calvin-giordano.com
Fort Lauderdale West Palm Beach Orlando Fort Pierce Homestead
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New Concept In Sport Yacht Dry Dock Storage

FORT LAUDERDALE

FORT LAUDERDALE

DEVELOPER UNITS AVAILABLE INCLUDING SET UP FEE

REALTOR®

Fee Simple Ownership

Force 4 Hurricane Protection

Boats up to 52' LOA and 35,000 lbs. Wet Weight

Climate Controlled Facility

7am - 7pm In and Out Service

5 Minutes to the Ocean

Sales Offi ce
954-880-8410

www.theportmarina.com

Sales Director - Ginger Hornaday PA
954-682-2196

ginger@gingerhornaday.com

The Port Marina is located only fi ve minutes to the ocean
on 17th Street Causeway in Ft. Lauderdale, FL


